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Federal Election Commission . , m u, R 6 | \ 3
999 E Street NW '

Washington, DC 20463
Dear Federal Election Corﬁmission,

I hereby file an Official Complaint with the Federal Election Commission for violation of
Federal Election Law by the American Legion Department of Connecticut and the Robert
Simmons for Congress, 2" District Connecticut Campaign Committee.

The violations in panicular are:

1. The Connecticut Legionaire Newspaper, the Official Newspaper of The American .
Legion Department of Connecticut, Volume 6, Number 3, Fall 2000 issue, ran a full
page advertisement for Robert Simmons for Congress without the required disclaimer
stating who paid for this advertisement.

2. The American Legion is an organization chartered by the United States Congress and
as a part of of the American Legion Constitution it stipulates that the American
.Legion is a non-political organization. Listing the caption “One of our own,” without
the legal disclaimer constitutes endorsement by this non-political organization and
violates not only United States Election Law but the very charter issued to this
organization by the United States Congress.

As a Citizen of the United States of America, I hereby request an investigation by the
Federal Election Commission. As an outraged Past Commander and current member of
the American Legion, who believes in fairness and the American Legion abiding by our
non-political mandate, I hereby request that you issue the harshest penalties under the law
against the American Legion Department of Connecticut its Chairman, Publisher and
Editor of the Connecticut Legionaire and the Robert Simmons for Congress Committee.

It is one thing when an organization like the American Legion encourages its members
and the community to exercise their constitutional duty and right, but it is a totally
different thing when an organization like the American Legion engages in partisan
politics. The later is not to be tolerated if the American Legion. is to survive.

Respectfully,

Ml ALY

Michael E. Pohl
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"Leglon Elects Ray Smlth

= National Commander

!

5 .'ISQAmu ican LC“IOl’l National Convention took place in Milwaukee

;§‘c§'ﬁseon~m. Scptember 1* through 7*. The convention concluded Thurs-
hlay- Ray G. Smith of North Carolma being elected to serve as Na-
uonal Commander until the 2001 Conventron in San Antoruo. Texas.
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ing'on National Convention Committees were the following:

Don Beckwith {Americanism), Dean Thompson (Chlldren & Youth)
PDCE Charlic Haas (Constitutional Amendments), Robert DeCdrlo (Cre-
dentials & Other Internal Matters). Senior Vice Commander Edward Barry

Charles Berry (Other Economic Matters), Treasurer Gerald:Dierman (Fi-
nance). PDC Frank DeAngelo (Foreign Relauons), and Edward Carney
(Legislation & Rules). On the various National Security Stib-Committees
weré: Leo Moran (Aerospace), PDC Gus Williams (Defense Civil Pre-
parédness). Historian Boyd Saxton (Law & Order), Wayne Morgan (Mei-
chant Marine), Charles Schempp (Military), and Tim Perrotti (Naval).

& Ralmg) and PDC Joe Mardu (Hospitals & Medical Services).

ham, PDC Bill Lucas, PDC Joe Tarrant, J.D. Powell, Andrew Barylski,
=] ~Matty Reardon, and Phil Haddad. Immediate; pastDepartment Sgt:
| ,,,Jea,%C LaFoutaine served:as Parade. Chamnan.apd,;&l
tional Convention Sgt-at-Arms.
+The new 1 National Commander served on actlve duty in the United

his discharge from active duty, Ray joined Banner American Legion Post
109-of Benson, NC, where he is a life member and served four terms as
Commander. Ray served'as NC Department Commander in 1979-1980
man of his Department’s Internal Affairs Commission, Americanism Com-

National level as a member of the National Contest & Supervisory Com-

nation Committee, the Policy Coordination and Action Group and as Chair-
man of the Americanism Commission and the Economic Commission.

& Connecticut delegation, led by Immediate Past Department Com- .
mander Everet Shepard, was comprised of 29 active Legionnaires. Serv-

(Membershlpl Cheryl DeCarlo (Employment & Veterans Preference),

Serying on Vcierans Affairs & Rehabilitation weré: Fred Stockrhan (Clalms o

l(mher delcgates were Department Commander W. Frazier Brinley, NEG: |
Richard Anderson, Alternate NEC K. Robert Lewis, Adjutant Hugh Gra-". -] 1

States Air Force from September 1951 to September 1955. The day after.

and-as National Vice Commander in 1988-1989. He has also been Chair- -
mission and Children & Youth Commission. Ray has also served at the -

mittee, the Americanism Commission, the Veterans’ Planning and Coordi- *

New Lo5 don Wins

“Baseball Crown

New London was crowned cham-

pion of the 73" Annual Connecticut
Department American Legion Baseball

- Tournament by defeating Rockville,
12-1, August 7 at Fuessenich Park in
Torrington.

. Itwas the fourth state title for New
London which last copped top laurels
in°1987, New London won it the hard
way dropping its opening tourney game
to Rockyille, 6-0, and then having to

. win six straight in the double-elimina-

. uon tournament. New London moved

.on 0 lhe Northeast Regional in West
Warqu:k R.1. where they won three of
four games before losing to Hamilton
(N.].), 8-0, in the finals.

Jay Metzger. Rockville, was the

" State Tournament MVP. Other major
award winners were Bobby Ashton,

Waterford, Outstanding Pitcher; and.
Alex Aimetti, Waterford, highest bat-

ting average, .545. Named to the All-
Tournament team were Mike Evans,
’ ’ (Continued on page 5)

ushketobearecmntmheState
‘l:mmng Academy ‘located-in

. Thls was the inaugural week of
gram which Past Com-
rett Shepard hopes will
mg program whlch will ]

‘Sculpture Honors

‘Longest Day’: Invasnon
: by Ed Ziobron .’

As a stormy dawn broke over the
Normandy beaches on June 6, 1944,
thousands of Allied soldiers fought
their way on shore against German

defenders in hlstory s largest mvasron,

while others dropped by parachute into --

German—held French villages, and na-
) (Continued on page 7
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“'The week was anythmg but awalk’

'm the park or summer camp. Their -

week started with a burly State Trooper
in a rather ioud voice encouraging the
new State Police Cadets to get their
gear and fall in.
. To all of them he was to be Mom
and Dad for the next week. For the
parents that were present at the start of
their week it was reminiscent of that
first day of boot camp. The cadets got .
their first taste of what an inspection
was like. The results were apparent
when.a Trooper réturned to the brief-
ing area with cell phones and béeepers.
l-lost of “Reality Checks”
The first day was filled with a hiost
of reality checks. There was “Yes, Sir”
and “No,;*Ma’ am" ~Morning came

| early with' 5:15 am. reveille followed

by room mspecuon

¢ -Teamwork was the word of the

week. Simple chores as making ones

. bunkupmaprescnbed manner as well

ds getung the room ready “for ‘inspec-

. '--uon requires the cooperation of room-,
,"mates Push ups- and P’l‘ were a dally'

K Week's ‘end proved to all how far '

- they had progressed in respect to their
" own physical development, which was

quite noticeable. .
There were hours spent in pracuc-

“ing drill and ceremonies. This was the

first chance that the cadets had to see
how well they performed as a team.
Trooper James Scott of the Bethany

‘Barracks displayed the patience of a
‘saint. At the end of the week the ca-

dets looked good and felt good as they

_presented themselves for graduation.

(Continued on page 5)
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ur Conventlon in July, as

aﬁ%made American Legion
. wnth a shxmng armor I talked of dreams

and mahy a.slqng, all Legionnaires.to. .

" join'me in.taking the leadership chal-
l?nue and serve The American Legion
to help strengthen our foundation. -
v Com'r'ade, Icommend you for your
¢ommitragnt! )
T Cur(eml y, pusitive commitments
- and requnas have come from Ameri-

- ‘canism, Basebal] Children and Youth,
VA andJ; Mld Winter Conference,
\ ; Conve jon, Finance, Internal Affairs, .
Personnel, our Web Sxte

Depnrtmenl of‘Cm_l
&ymox e gf”
Punuc,{now comms N"
Il 2 Chairman 7=
K. Robert Lewis - 5th District

2

TN Tl o R S L6 TR

3 ~ Publisher —
Edward Ziobron - 7th District
: A — Editor —
William Pomlvet - 7th District
" < Commission Members —
-Ed Phillips - lst District
£ John White - 1st District
‘Wallace Bassett - 2nd District
. Edward Carney - 2nd District
Chailes “Skip" Clapp - 3rd District
{Dennis Langer - 4th District
K. Robert Lewis - 5th District
" . David Sceley - 6th District

2P G e T A St

— Advisors —
Charles Berry
Ed Barry
Everett Shepard, 111
Erwin Williams

w )
Commandcr W. Frazier Brinley
Adjutnnt Hugh C. Graham
Websl(e by Stan Reichlin

Mailing Address:
C/O Bill Pomfret
ot . 55 Gleeson Road
i . Middietown, CT 06457
-Authorization No. 053235(-RBS
Published Quancrly

your comm'mder, I envisioned -

sible. We learned that pe'rsonal comact

was the key to knowledge. Personal :

contact brouglit more members to post
.meetings: Personal contact assmed in
member renewals and new sign.ups,

Last year, you. found that-knowl- :

DEPA TMENT COMMANDER " - - behin

’ the Amencam ' Apphcauon and i m- :

structions... even as you read this
newspaper, changes are being made:
"Today, you-éan down load our. Offic-,
ers Guide and Manual of Ceremomes
and even this newspaper. .
Speczal initiatives to Reserve and
National Guard Centers will be cor-

tinued... We will remind all our ser- |
- vicemen that they are *“Veterans,” too! .

We will roll-out the red carpet! We will * |
- use the “Welcome Wagon” "approach'
and work With and along side- Armed_ .

Forces ‘Recruiters. © .. - -.

:.Do.yoi1-have a recruiter in your'
moersiup. A town" Is the recruitér amember-6f Th

D\mng the past year. Team 2000 LA

: vE! ousands of miles, visiting as', 1.

’f'ﬁmny poscs and Legwnna(res as pos- |

2 Ifnot,
fe.challénge’in 2001 } }

_and goals’ for 2000 - 2001, are Wy
_ing:. ;

A candxdate for the Nauonal
lice Officer of the Year. S

A Boys State Program y wnth 400
boys’ and 40 cGunselors,

An American Legion State Polxce ¥

Youth Week with 40 Juniors.

- If you want to see how Connecticut
'th other Detachments in 2000 membership, go'to www.legion.org
sthe “Membership” button on the left side of The American Legion's
age. Listed there will be “SAL Membership Statistics”. Enter “salmbr”_

the password. The information is updated every Friday. While at the

gion web site'you can review other information abéut our organization

nd, even download emblems and other items lor use with your computer to
hange .

0} plan-for the fuume,to have fun, to’ |

Connecncut for.the-year 2001. Ohjecnves
2001,_ that is, two members ver last years

7100 % Consolidate Repo}:‘- 14

Form...reporting ,
A 2001 Americanism Award and
100 applications for post awards .

Raising $30,000 for the Chlld-
Welfare Foundation. (Raising $1.00 for -

every Connecticut Legionnaire).

The 28" Constitutional Amend .

ment to protect our Flag

An American Legion Fémnly Day .

at a Connecticut Resort
And a successful American Le-
gion Family Walkathon weekend! -

I have A Dream! All District Tes- -

timonials and Installations will be hell

on Thursday and Friday nights of our:

2001 Convention Weekend. :
Congratulauons to New London

Post 9, State Baseball Champion and .

Northeast Regional Runner-up.

Sept. 22- Stand Down 2000, Roéky ;
" Hill Veterans Home and Hospital * . /.
Oct. 12 -15 the Wall that Heals w:ll :

be at Norwalk’s Veterans Park.
" Oct. 13- 15 National Commander'
Homecoming.
Oct. 15 - 19 Fall Meeungs, India-
napolis.

Homecoming.

Oct. 20 - 22 National Pre51dent s

ear in response to'the challenge of the Sr. Vice .
“mi ber of the Sllver Bngade I let myself look

(ties split), 141, recnuters will receive my personal pin as thanks. I
ope you havé enjoyed the summer, if you read this and.you have not-
yetpaid your 2001 dues you will be cutting ‘down on my fun because there are

50 National prizes for St. Depamnent Vice Commanders and it would be fun to

B Wwin one:You can help by paying your dues, Il see you after returmng from
. National Convention in Milwaukee and we will get down to having serious fun
:IN2001 by signing up 1+1. ;
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PIONER AWA RD: The American Legion Departmenl of Connecticut hasa new, vxbram

Posi thanks o the foresight and commitment of several veterans such as Tony La Rocca
who saw the need for a Post among a very veteran heavy population in their community.
National Vice C ler Robert Neville and Department Commander Everett G. -,

Shepard I present the “Pioneer Award” to Tony La Rocca on behalf of Nanonal |

Commander Alan Lance in recognition of the ding effort and dedicati h
in emwdmg comradeship to the r of his cormmunity.

High and Ennobling Ideals
By K. Robert Lewis, Alternate NEC.

‘Ihad the privilege recently to bring

the greetings of the National Organi- our National Identity; in the opinion of !

Weseemtobeatthecrossroadsof '

zauon to those attending a District in-

stallauon In my remarks I noted that *

Legionnaires have met the require-
ments to be eligible to belong to this
great cc ity of vi by the

" very:fact that they, you and I, have all
-.stood the test of military service and

'prdved our mettle.

+In short I stated that the *Quality:

gaeuaae[eu;the_mmexcem", tak-
ing'the phrase from a Motorola adver-
tisement - which I attributed mistak-

enly to Ford. The quality of perform- .
-ing one of the greatest callings any free
citizen can - protecting and enhancing

the freedoms of the nation and the
‘world- affords veterans a perspective
toward citizenship that is probably

_unique. Fhat may be why veterans-are

among the highest demographic group
when it comes to answering a differ-
ent call of citizenship - voting.

-At the Installation program, which
encompassed charging both Post and
District officers, a friend of mine had
just been charged with his duties as
Post Judge Advocate. Included in that

-charge were words that struck a cord

within me . ** keeping alight the torch
of truth and fidelity that symbolizes the
High and Ennobling Ideals under
which our great American Legion was
founded. Protect wisely that Heritage.”.
These are powerful and poignant
words. One of the greatest of these ide-
als is to practice an active citizenship.
Participating in our democratic process
and recognizing that there is a distinct
difference between politics and citizen-
ship,.and in those all to common in-

“staiices where the two collide and Le-

gionnaires must make a choice, citizen-

 ship must prevail. We must uphold the

high' and ennobling ideals that not

“only created The American Legion,

but first and foremost created the
foundation of America.

- nothow itis cast. Again, we must edy-
cate Americans and ourselves on the: 2

{ . such as hogoring: our national comnit-
_ment to our velcrans. Nauonal Defensc

many what we-as Americans believe

- and what we as a Nation espouse’is at |
stake. Agam, citizenship must prevail - I
over politics. Blessed with l.he strong 1

and tested mettle of veterans, we must_

_press all eligible:Americans to reglsner o B

and to vote, being ever mindful that it .
is existence of a ballot cast that counts; *

issues that Leglonnaues find i unponant,

and Americanism.. ..

- We as:veterans have met lh_
qunremems tobea Leglonnalre pro
ing that the quality does mdeed go in
before the name goeson. -~ -

We have stood tall for Amenca m‘-'; i

her time of need to defend our demoo-

racy; is any election any different, can'.

we do any less than our utmost as
Americans? Let us all remember to-

. practice the High and Ennobling Ide-

als’ under which our great American
Legion was founded. Vote.

American Legion
- Group Exemption

- Number (GEN)*

."The American Legion has been .
was given an exemption from payment
of federal income tax for those Depirt- /
ments and Posts designated armually :
in a listing submitted to the IRS. The"!
annual list covers all current and new .
Posts and Departments.

All Posts and Departments use the -
same Group Exemption Number-’
(GE.N) authorized under section 501(c)
19 of the Federal Tax Code. That K
number is 0925 :

mrwn-af Post 9 "_' ng five

ACHIEVEMENI" James Lacoursier, Cammander John Colman Princé Post 9 in New
landon is presented the John Spaln Plaque by Past Department Commander John Spain
years of quora-plus membersh:p

PDC St. John Receives National Recognition -
: Past Depanmem Commander Arthur G. St. John, who has received
. accolades for production of Veterans Voice, the outstanding Newsletter
: 'f._Post 44 Bantam, has been recognized individually for his editorial
prowess by the National American Legion Press Association (NALPA).

- St John’s editorial Mea.mng of our Holldays Lost to Fun and $$$" was -
. judged as the Second Place winner in category 6-A, Original Editorial, in
‘the 2000 NALPA “ Best Papers Contest.” ;. .
Thé Award will be presented at the annuial awards banquet held dur- -
. ing the 2000 National Convention in M:lwaukee Wiseonsm. St John will'
: mcelve the William E. Rominger Plaque. -

Thompson, “Queen Karen
November 4th, 2000

! Tickets: $30.00
Pleasé make checks payable to:

- NO TICKETS SOLD' AT THE DOOR
- Nof responsible for'late ‘mail service.

" Listnames and dinner choices. -

Send Reservatmns to:-

West Harford, CT06i10 -

"Please mclude. Post # Unit #, District, #

Name, Address, Town/City and Zjp

Cat the USS Chowder Pot, Brarard Road, Hartfond, CT
Saaal 6:00 pm. Dinner: 7:00 pm.

ane Rlb Chtcken Marsala, Aepenzers, Desserts

The American Legwn, Department of Connecncut
Deadlme for reservatlons is October 25, 2000.

Reserved tables of 1 0 must be purchased at one time.

Total of $30 00 must accompany reserv rwns

Gerald Dzennan, Reservanon Chan'man
. . C/IOSSM. Fund RN
-101 South Street, Second Floor: :*: - .
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& CQNN-DESA Honors Thomas Nerkowskl
}‘rhom NerkOWskl a Pearl Hax’oor sumvor anda member of the Ha:ry R.

was given by CONN-DESA Chaplam Harry Wheeler. The master
mlroduced the honored guests; Thomas Nerkowski, Captain Bar-
nd kcynole speaker Dr. John Gambardella; first Lieutenant 14th
nu'nl Chenault Flying Tigers. Greetings were given by DESA Aux-
{ Anm tte Palermo. Presentations of the prp(.lamallons were pre-
tain Barbara Morgan to the recipiants. .
3 ! mmitiee consisted of Albert Pearce; Chairman, John Gust, Edward
:Sikora “Vhlﬂn.nn Winat, Earl Gilleue, Nick Palermo, Elliot Glassman and Everett

Q‘N Y- EMBERS will not recognize the :mnlmg face af John Monahan, Depanmem-
inistrator forthe Soldi sSallorsnndManne: Fund. -|.

m a.mreraml Depun Adl

sm and care exhibited by this fine. Legwrmmre Johnwasmlmang | -
rior.io rhe opening of the

osted by Depm ment Commander Shepa n
zparrmem Convention.

possession of thelr 2001 membershlp cards please contact the De-
nt Adj}xmnt unmedmtely

‘The Amencan Legion

Baron-Smlth Golee Pos .156
Cordially Invites all Legionnaires to-attend The Annual Veteran s .

" Day Breakfast ‘on-, Sunday November 12, 2,000 from 8:30 - 11 AM

Cost: nglonnaues (wuh patd up 2001 membersth card): Free
Uests $3.00 " Children Under 12: Free - N
mencan Legion Posl .1,56 35 N

o Lt T Nov, 1, 2000

: The Amerlcan Leglon

] _-Rebuzznm Post’ #48; Gmlford
The Off cers and Members invite Post #200. members and Veterans

o visit 8¢ ‘meeting 'and see what the Post and Legion has to offer.

; Meeungs held the first Tuesday of thé. Month at the Knights of Co-
umbus Hall; South Union St.; Guilford, at 7 30 PM :
. Tony Fragola- 203-457:9148 ; '
Ac jutant C. J, Pete Terreri 203-453-4272




wu?ayorlu Maturo andEa.ttHavenAmem:an  Legion Post Commander
presentation of a ten thousand dollar chéck from East Haven for: the
menul Fund. The check was presented the Depamuem WWII Memotial
frank D’Angelo who will carry it to the national Cor ion in Milwaukee on
17 behalf [)'Angelo will present the check along ) with other funds raised by
0 na:mnal Commander Alan lance and WWII Memorial Fund Chairman,
yert Dole. Pictured above are Mayor Maturo, Councilman Tony Proto, .
Post Commander Mark Call and Department. Commander
( Photo Bonnie Lamb)

'mstead Post 43 Preparing for
. #Bike Week’ in October - -

: ion Co has desginated. Branford Post 83 as a Commemorative Comuit

: ch Week Flag display at Post 43, Winstead, is underway wnh help mmitice :

[Om me; and non-memberP; SAL Squadron 43 (newly chartered) member . nity. dunng the period °f 2000-2003 and havmg agmed to develop three or moe*] :

fTent Murphy Schieb, with assistance from Post 44's Jim Ostrandei, Post 122

] Cochrani, unaffiliated Korean Wa: Veteran John Cochran and Post
Rich Kimberly and Mike Schieb are among those prepanng the

] Week Rallyisnot just for bikers. Anyone can find somethmg to
npg the event which is scheduled October 6th to 8th. Included will be
e Shows” “'I‘ranl Rider Shows”, and 4 vast anay of product dxsplays

cate and 50th Flag presemauon, and pa.r-
Desu'oyer EscortDay hononng this type of
fleét

,,d,gll.xr\m asemnll be forwardcd to thc Chxld Welfare Foundzmon as the K
Domchment 's committment of annual giving. Thxs means lha! comblned w1th the .

¢ bemg planned for the near
of the Korean Wa.r, contact

Johl_x -H: Colhns Post
their new officers

N

les J.'.;Tufts, Senior Vice ‘| -
nder Mr. Philip C. -}
Junior Vice-Com- .

The followmg were- appomted

en, Amencamsm Joseph L. Vic

Domino Jr.,. Oratorical Michael F.

g A:_lgcllm. Boys State Gus Williams,

‘2 Membership:George' Roman, Jr., and
Sons of The "Amencan Leg:on Edwin

Sturges

Sargem-At-Arms Mr. ChesterA
Strachél and out going Com--
mander. Mr. Charles J. Dix has
been elected as Post Historian.

le ThePostmﬂeungsmheldonme
. - The above newly elected 3 TS =.2nd: Wednesday of each' month at the
:: officers have assumed their iL. William. ". Post Home, 230 Caroline Stree Derby, y
. posts as.of July 1, 2000. Department Commander-elcct W. Frazier Bnnley is cha ." at1] a.m. Commander Williams® home y;
: 1:{ J 2000 Installation ceremony. ] '_ '_phone is (203) 735-3840. ) 4
: ‘ a3 = ? —— 1




DEPARTMEN HISTORIAN Boyd Saxton (L), representmg Commander Brinley, is’
joined by Department Baseball Committee co-chairman Gene Spaziani in presenting the - | of past commander Richard Anderson, who died i in April; The drive yielded 66
trophy for the 2000 American Legion Baseball Department Champion to Coach Tom usable units of blood and drew over '80 donors Aniong those were city council-

;. K> Robert: Lewis relaxes after’ donating blood diiring the Red
idin memory) af PDC Rxchard Wm. Anderson. Lewis shares a moment
rson a: .donatmn process. The

Post 2 Sponsors Blood Dnve in Memory of .
Past Commander chhard Anderson E

an who was acuve in'the’ antol cornmunrty is stlll makmg a difference
) 'the-lrves of | people eveén after losmg his battle with cancer. On Satlrr-
day, July 22, the Americin Legion Post2 helda blood medical drive in memory

Vverin‘o of the New London American Legion baseball team following New London' 5 | men ']‘om Raga"u, Art Ward, and Joseph Wilson. I think thé people are coming

victory over Pust 14 Rockville in the champmnshrp game held in Torrington.
New LondonWins Baseball Crown
{ Conlmued from page 1)

New-London. 1B; Alex Almetu. Waterford, 2b; Jamie Verab, Naugatuck, 3b
Chuck Lelek. New London, ss; Jay Lapointe, Rockville, of; Mike Buswell,

for Richard,” said Roland Lamothe, commander of the Bristol post. Members of
.the Legion donated blood and their time to help out with the drive, he said.
Anderson was state commmander of the American Legion in 1998 and received
Post.2; Commander of the Year award twice.-He was a frequent blood donor
hlmself and when his medical care required that he rederve several units of blood,
it was his wish to hold a blood drive.

¢ +It:was one of the most unselfish things I'd ever heard of Lamoth said.

Trumbull, of: Bob Broesler, Meriden, of; Mike Leonard, Rockville, ¢ and pitch- : Anderson had hoped tobe on hand when the blood dnve was conducted but fate
ers Tommic Major, New London; Bob Ashton, Waterford; and Jay Metzger. . had other plans.

Rockville.

*South Windsor won the second annual Junior Division Baseball Toumament

downmg Orange, 6-3, August 8 at Middletown’s Palmer Field. The Junior Div
'sron began play with four tearns in.1999. This simimer the.program. grew to,1
squads with all teams participating in the single-elimination format.

Brian Gambardella of Orange Post 127 has been chosen as the Connectlcut
Department's 2000 recipient to receive a $1000 American Legion Baseball Schol-

arship. This scholarship is awarded to an American Legion player in each depart- ;

‘merit who best demonstrates leadership, citizenship, character. scholarship and

financial need.

l.,amothe said he -was very pleased at the success of the blood drive.
“For the Legron. I want to thank everyone who came;” he said.

Sta"’te" Pollce Youth Week

Con 'nuedfmm page. I)

) classes on various
.knowledge to'use
. dunng field- exercrses Several Legronanes acted as traﬁ‘ 16° _olators (thank you

- Brian graduated from Amity Regional Senior High School witha 3.84 grade to Dept.Treasurer: Gerry Dierman of Post 19 & his wife D°b i€, George Brown

point average. In September. he _|omed the freshman class at Fairfield Umversrty

where he is majoring in computer science. Brian was presented the schola.rshrp

prior to the Junior Legion title game in Middletown. -

_‘The Baseball Committee announced that its first “Hot Stove” Baseball Ban- ;

quet will be held Friday evening, January 19, 2001 at the Radisson Hotel. an
Convention Center in Cromwell. More details will be forthcoming.

:State Department Chairman George Pawlush notes that the deadline date for

teams from 2000 is Jan. 1, 2001. “This date is approxxmately two months earlier -
than in previous years,” Pawlush pointed out. “The major reason is possible 2 zone
realignment. We need to know what teams will be back in the fold before we can - :

begin discussing new zone arrangements.”

Last year there was inequity throughout the state in zone size with Zone IV :

(Fairfield County), the largest, having 11 teams while Zone VII (New Londo

Area), the smallest, having six teams. Last year Connecticut American Legron

Baseball had its largest turnout event fielding 71 senior teams.

~The State Baseball web site continues to grow in popularity. Catch the lates i

state basebnll news by clrckmg in at mﬂﬂhh,g_q_m_

. Members d’ rlu.- New London Amenmn Legron baseball team hoist the 2000 American Legion
Department Championship banner following their victory in the championship game.

l..ater in the week they wee able to perform burldmg searches as wel. Legionar-
ies also helped to| provide realism to the exercerise by actilig’as robbery suspects
(thank:you to;. Assistant Treasurer Jack- Monahan of po"s_ 18, Post 111 CDR
Everett Cowley, PDC Ray Brgelow of Post 19, and Davé" Gregou'e of Post 56).

" Cadets were exposed to various ﬁrearms at the State Police firing range.-In

accepting new team applications is Dec. 1, 2000. The target date for returning * addrtron they had instruction in the'safe operation of 8 cruiser at the driving

facrlrt_y in Colchester.
_ Sgt. Stevens. training officer for the Academy. triéd to,cram in as much as he
could which paralleled the t.rarnmg the 'n'oopers g0 through for a 30-week pe-
nod. :
B Wlule the progrnm ‘is run much like a modrﬁed boot eamp 'the cadets came
) away with the- lmowledge that they need to decide 1f this-is a career for them. .
A ‘At graduation ceremonies which was attended by over 100 people four schol-
.| arships were awarded. The first scholarship awarded was in the amount of $500,
.which was named for 'lrooper Russell Bagshaw. 'l‘rooper Bagshaw was krlled in
the line of duty in 1991.. . |
Cadet Timothy Roy was this years recelpt. Post 72 Sourhmgton sponsored
Cadet Roy. Cadets’ William She--mansky and Trevor Reilly each received the
' Commandants award in the of, $250 .Shemansky was sponsored by Post 26
Staﬂ"ord Springs and Post 19 Willifhantic sponsored Reilly. Cadet Shemansky
also received the Commanders award in the amount of $250 ’

Tnvitation To Join *
, Glastonbury Post 56 S
Any member wtshrng to lransfer to Post 56 in Glastonbury is wel-

'§7 230 to 8:30 PM. Post: 56-does not ineet.during July and August. Post

idues aré $20.00 per year. Post 56is located on Route l7 heading south

¥ from Glastonbury Centér.- '
Commander Richard Domier
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Artm Man:-Anrhon) Ma.rsam displays his work entitled “The Spmts of Omaha”. H_e u'
hopeful that, with governmental support, his creation will- be enlarged and turned into a
bronze monument dlsp{ayed somewhere in Connecticut or the United States.

Sculpture (Continued from page 1)

val guns pounded Nazi strong points. -

By nightfall. with great courage and
gteat losses. the invasion beaches —
Omaha Utah, Gold, Sword and Juno
efe secure, and the days of Nazi rule
were truly numbered at last.

,.Sculpzor Marc-Anthony Massaro |
fard, moved by the:bravery:of - |

t.heimvadmg soldiers, sailors and air-

- men, has created a life-like sculpture
* titled “The Spirits of Omaha” to honor *

that struggle. “For the survivors of June
6,'and for the many who lost their

lives,” says Massaro, “I created this |
scnlpture as a humble “Thank You"." -| So
Massaro, 45, is too young to remem- . |-. uf
ber D-Day. but he was greatly moved |-

by v1ewmg the movie, “Saving Private
Ryan.” Speaking of those who fought
to save the free world in World War I,
Massaro simply says, “They suc-

ceeded. This was a generation of sub- ‘.

stance, spirit and sacrifice.”

.. “The Spirits of Omaha™ depicts
American soldiers, under heavy enemy
firé, fighting their way past one of the
many obstacles on the beaches. This
1/62-scale model took over five months

3

in the above photo.

1

MASSARO S WORKS include mdlwdual military sculptures, two of whu:hare ptctumi

- Southern New Erglaid, 125 Bark ‘Av- -

(Leglon Photo by Ed Zlobmn)

to complete, and stands 14 hlgh With
help from veteran$’ groiips, staté and .
local govemments. and mterested citi~
zéns; Massarg hopes to enlarge the
work into a life-size bronze monument.
Until then, the model is expected to.
dxsplayed at’the’ Mlhtary Maseu

enue, Danbury

. Massaro, who teaches at th )
Gu_llford Handicraft Center, is a well= -
known freelance illustrator, artist and |
sculptor, whose work has been sho

Veterans

Please contact the artist,. Marc An
thony Massaro, at 483 East Mai
Street, Branford, CT 06405, or cal
203-481-9154

(Legion photo by Ed Ziobron)

_ The Connecticut LegIoNNaire: / - VUL. 0 NW. 9/ FAws acvoy

| '__Granby Post- 182 Supports PrOJects
. for Historical Society ..

Story by Ed Phillips = 830

Carol Laun, Sa]mon Brook Histori-
cal Soclety Curator, in a letter to the

Granby Drummer thanked the Shan-

non-Shattuck Post for their recent do-
nation. She sdid, “This gift came at a
paru arly appropnahe time because

: cludmg somé ancient “family

, and raised flags on poles all

But it was not always so. -..

iar Sbangled Banner :

J United States of America!

. iety is involved in several costly ’
mamtenance projects.”

grounds in outlying woods and-

g dbcorate your lapeI: T-shms, sweaters, and caps:*
T am everywhere anyone could look: coumry, town and ctty !

Not too long ago, bare flag. poles *stood like .ulent sentinels ' ;
jith empty halyards; festimony fo indifference. :. R !
ow, suddenly 1 have become my country's symbol-again. -

symbol brave man and wormen have fought and died for. ..

§ ‘4mencans are onée agam pmud of the mi, whue, and blu¢§. .

How Iong, my fnends must I wau for the pmtectwn and
respect that is my due as the symbol of this great .

" Written by Marilyn Favreau, American Legion Atg::r:l'l'iq_r'y -
Dept. of Conn., Branford #83, Septembor 28. 1991

around the townigréen. The post also
erected a large open tent on the green
and sold hot dogs and hamburgexs af-
ter the parade until the food tan out.

- Shannon-Shattuck members have a
history of mvolvement m town" and
school activitiés:* = **

" VJ DAY PARADE MARSHALL'was
Retired'Navy CPO George Kesaris, 88,'of
Killingly, a life member.of Leo J. L'Homme
- Post 21 of Danielsén. " -

: (Phato by Andy Barylski Jr )

i i
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Robert opetz Wins Flag Essay.'Co _
% Sp nsored by Bozrah Post 1 38 ' .-; -

he Amy rican Flag
e pledge alle_g;ance to the Flag of
¢ United States of ‘America and ta the
public for whicl 'u stands one nation
ider God, indivisible, with liberty and
stice,for.all.” is the pledge that -
L of-us know. byheart Jtis the pledge
the. Flag, the Flhg that was made by
etsy Ross to symbolnm our country. [
ilt tell you whateverything symbol-
&s, and how th teflects onto me.
i ;hat Lwould like to
ik about is the: §iripes.. These stripes
t-stré to me because the
3 colonies wouldn't give up without
reir.freedom. Thp stripes represent the
3 colomes that fought the British, the
1ggest nation at’that time. This was a
Freal; hlevcmen for us, without that
n-we would nol be in this state of .
k* edom. ’I'h:s makcs me feel extremely
=nwoud of my country. .

Fields Memorial School student, Robert
Kopetz was the winner of the recent Essay
Contest sponsored by Boziah Post 138.

for all. The Pledge of Alleg:ance even
states that. This to me is great, it shows

.They representl.he 50 connected doesn’t stand for somethmg This is
tates A first thiére were 13 starsina | Why wetake 8"93‘ pridein salutmg the
ifcle, bitt as thelU S.A. advanced and | Flag. -
igger with :flore states, the Flag's As you can see, the Flag is a vexy
&\ Sis (o me says that the | meaningful dbject; not just senmhen-
g ﬂy growing whether tal, but it actually states something.
i _This Flag means to me that we would
not give up and surrender.
We went from the weakest coun-
try right upto the | stmngest, and we will .
tha.tthcsc colorsare | mever give up. This-is what the- Flag
§n. They re in some meanstome. -
8, Dut most f all:they proclaim Editor s note: The led: Memorml
] hih g to th@ther countries. Itsays | School Aninual Flag Essay Contestwas'
; L\berly, and Jusuce sponsared by Past 138, Bozrah

i ' lOt.h’innual Junior Air rifle match in August. The.match brought the
S Lsh?oters in Iﬁe Sporter and Precision Categories from acmss t.he Umtes Staws
'Thn'ty* hooterspamcxpated
is' is 4

: Josh Peters‘ fmm Vnrglma gamneréd the top: posmon in the Sporter catcgory
fwlth 22729 pomts That was also enough to eam h1m a sbared fourth spot in the::|-

2 -umahngh scorers!"*
i -'Each of the'first place winners also recewed $1 000 scholarshlps L
i Reya Kemply-of Névada shined in‘the prone position-with a perfect score of

400:'She now 'shiares the record with Mike Beyerle of Pennsylvama and ourown °

SeUasuan Paque’tte of Connectlcut ' -

1968 Olymplc James; T erry Bradley 1995 winner in the Precision Category who
wdl repxesent us in the, Sxdney Olymplcs was also theme to offer encouragement to all. .

{ ompelmon Department Treasurer Jerry Dierman, Debbie
Dlennan and June Powell acted as Deputy Statistical Officers. .

o From Detachment Headquarters .
ngg_g mgng Constitution & By-Laws - The rules that govern how each

Squadron and the Detachment operate have now become a  page of this website.

) M;_nggggg To find out how more about our National SAL orga-
nization, to learn about what types of programs we are involved with or to
discover what Squadrons in other Detachments (states) are doing within their
communities:go to www.sal.legion.org to view the on line National Update.
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By John White

'i'hébecléraxlon of Independence
states l.he basic principles upon which

. the United States of America is founded. .
. Quite simply, our Founders said that God
is the source of our freedom, our rights, .

our jUSllOC, and our dignity as human be-
.ings. As Alexander Hamilton explained,
“The sacred rights of mankind are not to
. be rummaged for among parc hments and

_musty fecords. They are written, as with *

a sunbeain, in the whole volume of hu-
- man natgie, by the Hand of Divinity it-
- self, and can never be erased or obscured
by mortal power.” That is the most basic
fact of our existence as individuals and

asa nauon If we are to live successfully |

-as a society dedicated to liberty and j jus-
tice for all, that fact must be recognized
and honored by every American.
References to “God”
There are four distinct references to
-God in;the Declaration. They are
"nature’s-God,” “Creator.” “Supreme
Iudge of the world" and “Divine Provi-
dence.”.One slgner John Adams, also
descnbgt_i God in his writings as "the
Spirit of Liberty.” These terms make
clear that the Founders believed the fun-
.damental basis un which our nation
. stands i acknowledgmem of God as the
-'supreme; authomy for the conduct of our
:-national life and our personal life. That
- is the moral underpinning of the Ameri-.
can nation.
Therefore, to be American inher-
ently means to live in accordance with
- the will of the Source of all creation,
- a8 expressed in the Declaration of In-
dependgnce Freedom, rightly under-

+stood, cdrries a responsibility to honor -
<the Souirce of freedom, Respect for |

meveryon(q s unahcnable rights. o life,
E hberty propeny and the pursuit of hap-
“piness was expecled of all Americans.
That oopduct is, quite simply, respect
~for law"as a reflection of the Source
5 ht‘e, llberty and law. That conduct dis-

nng\nshes freedom from license and .
hcenuousness, and is the halimark of -
good cmzenshlp That is the mora} -

ldenuty ‘of the American people; -
God in the Constitution

Clem'ly. the Founders did not intend
. for.citizens to be bound to any denomi- -
nanonal _understanding of God. They
lhemsclvcs had differing conceptions of
" God, rangmg from Roman Catholicism ]
" and several forms of Protestantism to the .

... more phllosophlc views of Theism and

: Delsm :This respect for freedom, of: .
L thought and worship was reinforced i in.|.
_.the Bill of Rights, which assured in the |

. - First Amendment that Congress would

‘_ make | no Jaw" respecting an estabhsh- .
; meht ofmhslon": e., o law giving spe-

) cnal stax(ys to one denomination above all
: ov.hers. whxch had been the case in Brit-

.ain, w1th,lhe Church of England and the

. mommch ‘s its head.

However, a simple acknowledgment

of Godby government was not regarded

an" establishment of religion.” Since

thc bcgummg of uur nation, it has been

tustomary for presidents and other pub-

‘c officials, from the federal to the lo-

1, to call upon God for guidance, sup-

ut, anddeliverance from difficulties for

3 American people, and to express

titude for good forune (as in Thanks-
ing Day proclamations).

In 1783, when the Treaty of Paris
signed, marking the official termi-
nof our War lor Independence, this
t by George Washington was sent

governors of all the states.

. All Thihgs.
[ “marked thal ™ this Tatio)  wa§ £oug4qd
. transcéndent values whxch flow, fn;m a

T ‘Although God i fiot expllcxﬂy iy

|- principles-éxpressed-in thé Declarati

- also has & cledr demand. for moral. be-

‘Almighty God, we make our earnest
prayer that Thou wilt keep the United
States in Thy holy protection; that Thou
wilt incline the hearts of the citizens fo.
cultivate a-spirit of subordination and
obedlencc to government; and entertain-,.

| & brotherly. affection and love for oné;:

another and for their fellow-citizens: of

the United States at- large, and, finally;. ,‘
" that Thou- wilt most graciously be."

pleased to dxspose us all to do justice, to

- love mercy, and to demean, ourselvcs

with that charity,” humlhty and- pacific

temper of mind which were the charac- |
teristics of the Divine Author of our- R
blessed religious and, without a humble

imitation of Whose example in these
things, we can never hope to be a happy

nation. Grant our supplication, we be- -
seech Thee, through Jesus Christ, our-.
Lord. Amen. Washmgton s reference to-j,

Jesus Christ may not have been well Ie-
ceived by freethinkers and atheists - there- -
was no pubhc comment about it elther_

way — but no one, incliding them, ques- |

tioned his or anyone else’s right to-pray’

publicly on behalf of the nation. Like- -
wise, when Washington was sworn in as -

President in 1788, hé added the words “so

help meé-God” to the ocath of office pre- |-
'scribed by the Constitution, and every .|,
president since then has done likewise. . -

- “In God We Trust.”.

‘For the sarge-reason, our coins and
currency proclaim “In God We Trust.’
In 1998, the U.S. District Court of Ohio’
affirmed the practice of civic piety-in

rejecting .a suit by the American Civil .

Liberties Union to declare unconsti
tional the ‘Ohit state motto, “With G
é Possxble," The Court

belief in-a Supreme Being.” (In 8 Ting
2000, the Sixth Circuit Couri of Appegﬂ
overtutied that decision, but the gov

nor of Ohid pledgedto go to the Supreme

Court about it.)

4 the Constxtuuon, it nevenhc—
less was assunwd by its’ meers that thq

providéd the basis on'which oitr lawsand
policies would be:articulated, Equally

- ifhportant; it ‘assumed that government
- ofﬁcmls would conductﬂ\emselves‘

havior by those liolding governmeital -
office. Elected officials.are required:i

standing is’ subject to impeachment, ;:
whether his or her misconduct involves
high crimes (violations of law) or misde- *

- meanars (grossly immoral misbehavior).?, |
The “wall of separation between

church and state” noted by Thomas
Jefferson (in a personal letter he wrote.
in 1802 to the Baptist Association'in
Danbury, Connecticut) was most em-
phatically not intended to keep religio- -
moral thought and behavior out of gov-
emment. The men who gave us the Con-
stitution believed there should be a ju-
risdictional separation of church and

state, but it was primarily to keep-the -

state out of the affairs of the church.
Religion and morality were regarded as.
fundamental to the education of the

ing and- hononng the fundamental prin---
- ciples,-which-it embodies: An. official |
-who egteglously violates that undér-<

-me Amencan Legwn T

.50 Year Commuous Member:kip Award was r;cemly presenteéd to William H.:
g, 50 year ‘miember of the John H, Collins ‘Post 24, by Post Commander.Erwin
» Wil&am.v Mr, Scarpa. aformer resident and businessman af Derby, served in the

cﬁmmanAnMcbther.‘ o

Y -

F youﬂrwho would ‘become: the elactors‘ -
- must conform to the Constitution, which -

. of our republxc The Northwest Ordi-
- nance; pm by Congress in. 1787 said,
“Relxgxon,‘moramy andhwwledge be-

inhpo-mxal -of spiritusl, foundation.
wpland.theSpmtofubeny'

FromthoSpimoEbecnydescead the*
-basi¢'principles of liberty, expressed'in ‘| -
the Decliiration of Independerice.: ‘Next'
- comes the‘a:c!meclure of lxbeny. ex-

in ‘the Coristitution of the United
meés. w}nch déscribés how our federal”
govemment is éonstructed, and the Bill -

‘Pressed

‘of Rights;which exiumerates the unalien-

able rights of each individual citizen; no -
matter what any. government body or’

goup of:people miay want to do other-

wiser(Majority rule, executive order and
“judicial decree can never override those
individual rights.) Last, at the level of
daily living, come the specific policies
and of liberty, or the laws and legisla-
* tion governing the behavior of citizens
at the loenl state and federal levels.

ernménthnsahlemmhxcalsuucmand-

“All'laws and-government actions
is the supreme law-of the United States
of America: Nothiig can supersede or .
‘replace the-Constitution, so long as

d -}’ America éxists as, America. This theo-

:retic strugture of American government

'Jsmﬂecmdmﬂxcmmse side of Great s
: Seal of the: United States, which is an
- unﬁmshedwramxd watched over by (as

dmseal'sm:stdescnbed it) the “Eye of
‘the- Deity” God..i is the' Founding Spirit

- of Amenca, Opemmg ihrough tbe -

Foundas. 1
- Finally; and perhapsmost xmpomm,
:meAmmmﬂworyofgovmmcnthns

" & clear expectation that we, the citizens

~of America; will conduct oirselves in a

- moral mmner ‘and wxll vigilanty mquim

- Since American government is es-
sentially. self-govgmmem. we citizens -
have an obligatior to understand the |
principles whichi-govern ‘our lives, pri-

- vately and publicly. Those principles are

spiritual, They are the religio-moral com-
passes which keeps us on course to pro-
vide the blessings of liberty to ourselves

- and our posterity. That course points di-
rectly to the Spirit of Liberty.
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' educalron lunded by the GI Bill. The Montgomery Gl Bill-address that margmall
. ilitary even in this time of high deployments?”,
. Orie of the issues that working families face is that of family ‘members servi

An}enca in the Armed Forces‘7”

: appomtment to the Veterans Affairs Committee?")

people into the Armed Forces and encouragé them to re-enlist?”

begge
,?%“

130' nations around the woild, deployments and rotations are.iricreasing at over three: -hundred percent. How can that be addressed to not only deal with our N
aud International security issues, but to make the veteran and the citizen - soldters eel more comfortable knowing that they are domg the right thing by

cnon-consu:uuonal amendment. Wauld you address your position on the proposed amendment for our members?
. If you are (re)-elected how will your-committee appointments benefit Connectlcut veterans and impact National Security? (asked Simmons: “will you

-"g;ﬂ Therc are many issues along the line of the Department of Defense Authonzanon Blll that was _|ust passed and signed - such as tlus years ommbus bill- for the

- ‘in which it was touted as a $1.3 billion increase over last year. Veterans organizations pomt out that the $1. 3 billion only btought the VA funding levels to where .

i should have been three years ago, which has resulted in staff reductions and reduced care dunng that time. If a young person Joms the mnhtary today, what are his or ’
her prospects of receiving care from the VA following their service, and how would.you address this?* . .

: . As you know, President Clinton recently signed the D.O.D. Authorization Bxll whtch -among ¢ other llungs. gave a37 percent pay raise to military personnel.

. legislation partially addressed an issue that was highlighted by news articles pomung out that there were miany military families on Food Stamps, whicli did not

N stt “well with the majority of Americans. What is your perspective on how we eompensa(e o, mthtary and does thts have an. aﬂ’eet on our ablhty to recrutt quallﬁed

9. John Larsen, Rosa DeLauro, Samuel. Gejdensén: Congressional records indi
legrslatnon would provide funding for the VA: Medical system and the éntire VA. AS the authorizaion bill directly and indirectly provtdes medical and prescription
fits for many Connecticut veterans, our members are directly affected by this legrslanon (Connecucut Legionnaires would appreciate your reasons for casting a
that Wnuld in the eyes of veterans, deny the needed, medtcal coverage t_o !

totellthemwhyyouarethebestpersonforth jobtn ngress
¢ b; how being a veteran impacted view.if na nfsl;_"
L

g people Just out of ngh School used to be the
would sometlung on the line’ of the GI Bill encourage

ng i the:

i = 4..'

..\-_.-

that you voted agamst passage of the recent VAIHUD omnibus bill. This

‘those who. have bom the battle”)’ (Maloney, Johnson, ‘Shays: Please inform the

J ames Maldn‘ey :
— Fifth Dzstnct —_—

Answcr 1 am a strong advocate for Veterans Tam fully committed doing all I |
K Congrcsx as | have over the past three and one-half years, to ensure that our
s receive our nation’s full apprecmuon As a Member of the House Armed
es Oomumtee lamalsoa vrgorous supporter ¢ of a strong | national defense. I
! luulm l) proud nl' my success at bnngmg the Veteran ] anaty Care Center ’

: voted in lavor of the House passed Veterans Administration Appropriations

] 1Il£ Fiscal Year 2001 on June 21 of this year; because it contains an increase of
'f$2 hillion from last ycar funding for the Department of Veterans Affairs. I am
eneoumgcd that the House, with my support provided $20.3 billion in funding for
\veteqns medical care in Fiscal Year 2001. This is an increase of $1.3 billion over last
e el funding. - .
ave also Jmntd my colleagues 1o pass legislation that will improve and ex-
ptmd.., ertain veteran’s education. survivor, disability, and funeral benefits as well as
pr téct our most hallowed military memorial, Arlington National Cemetery. I am
acospow w of other legislation that will expand, extend or reinstate other im-
.pomm veteran’s bencfits.
ﬁ2) Answer: The U.S. Armed Forces are f.ncmg recruitment and retention prob-
l(,ms lhat are scriously affecting the readiness of our military. These are two areas of
con‘egm to me. For example our Air Force has a slgmﬁcant shortage of experienced

Nancy-L. Johnson
— 6th District —

'6"' District Represcntative, Hon. Nancy Johnson responded via fax to the re-
-.ques,t f of the Connecticut Legionnaire as follows.

) As a former member of the Veterans’ ‘Affairs Comnuttee, I have worked. -
'.thtoughout my years in Congress to promote a strong national defense and to protect
the benef ts our nation’s veterans have earned. Those who have served in the United -
vStates Military have made umque and valued contributions to dur great country and::
T haye consistently supported increases in federal funding for veterans to improve
the benefi ts and services that are available to them. I have also supported improved

3;.

V(VA) ‘with the necessary resources to care for Medicare-eligible veterans, protecting .'._
the Amencan flag, and ensuring the integrity of our national cemetery..

—2) The threat of a ballistic missile attack is perhaps the most pressing national .’

secumy concern in the future. Most of the American people are shocked when they
:learp that we do not have the ability to protect ourselves from a ballistic missile: |-

_anack This threat is not decades away as some may claim. North Korea, Iran and
other: “Togue nations are acquiring missile technology more quickly than we antici- .-

.pated and will pose a clew and present danger to our nation in the very near future. It
is ltkely that any attack would come with little or no wammg That is why I strongly 5
support a national missile defense system to ensure we can defend our nauou from
: nuclear or chemical missile attack.
i3) The promise of an education can be an incentive for young people to _|om

(Continued on page 12) 4

,health care for gulf war veterans, providing the Department of Veterans'. Affairs . [¢.

the military. However, we need to modernize the Montgomery 61 Bill (MGIB) to -|.
. ensure that it reflects the cost of higher education today. The fact that only about half |-

~Sam Gejdensen-

" — Second District —

_On belng the best candidate that veterans can send to Congress

:- .41 have long-advocated the interests of veterans across eastern Connecticut and

% the'nation. While all Americans owe this nation’s veterans their freedorn, I owe the
S U.S. mtlttary a very personal debt. When Americans led the world in defeating the

fNaii ArngiesigniWorld War11} they:: made'ttnposslbiesfor my:parents’ toiescape‘the

.. Holocaust. I was born in a resettlemenit camp in Germany in 1948, If the U.S. and the

© + raBE

'|:- Allies hadn’t defeated the Nazis, if those brave soldiers and sailors hadn’t sacrificed

¢ their lives for people they never knew, none of this would have been possible.
.+ Remembering those who are owed such solemn respect and thanks, I am com-
! mitted to uphiolding this nation’s promises to veterans across eastern Connecticut
:and around the country by continuing to push for increases in the VA budget, for
- equltable heaith-care funding for Connecticut and for more commumty -based out-
* reach clinics. I have-advocated legislation to allow. concurrent receipt of disability
. , and military retired pay and have also co-sponsored a measure that provides an equi-
i. table ‘Survivor Benefit Plan. Last .year, I worked with the VA, Windham Hospital,
% and the Town of Windham to open a.new walk-in clinic in Willimantic. Also, when
¢ district veterans'came to me about the Postal Service's refusal to issue a stamp hon-
! oring the' 100th anmversary of the U.S. Submarine Force, I introduced legislation
; that called on the Service to issue this stamp. With the heip of veterans arid the Navy,
E :our efforts paid off with the issuance of a serjes of stamps marking this milestone.
LI 2.‘The Umted States moves mto the 21st Century asthe preeminent military and

(Continued on page 13)

Rob Slmmons

L —_- Candtdate for2nd Dtsmct —

On being the best candidate that veterans can send to Congress

m a Life. member of The American Legion'and have been a member for fif-
years. Legronnau'es have served their country many times over, they’ve served
in;uniform and they ‘continue to serve as l.egtonnaues They support Boys States,
Patnot:sm, and Americanism programs, they provrde aide and assistance to various

i groups within the community. This is all pait of the"altruism and the service, which -
characterize members of The American Legion, and I am proud to be associated with
them! 3Lve been an Adjutant and contmue to serve as Adjutant for Post 58 in
nmngton - e
~ “Asg a vetefan, l understand what our pmblems are, and 1 understand better what

¢ the solutions are. I can serve more effectively for veterans in Washington because I -

-am a.Vietnam veteran. I have served overseas. I have womn the uniform; from the

- stripes of a PFC to the Bird of a Colonel. I've been enlisted, I've gone to OCS, and

. Itve been an officer. I've served on active duty and I've served in the Reserves. I've

" been’a memberof a unit; and I have eommanded a unit. I have served at home and
* abroad in many different capacities.” v
;. “The Pentagon is not a strange place to me, nor is Capltol Hill. I feel that I can
“walk. the halls of the Pentagon and the corridors of the VA far more effectively than
mcumbent. and I can bring home the bacon to Eastern Connecticut and to veter-
across the country because of my experience and my:-knowledge of the bureau-
i€s’:in Washington D.C. Let'’s get real - aendavetlohelpthevets'” - .
.1a. On being a veteran
; “IamaViemamVeteran Iservedm V'etmm wrthtlzeUSArmyasaSecondand

(Continued on page 13) ..

( Canunued on page 12)
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Natlonal Secunty The Ultlmate

With a focus on educating chwrmazres about the national security pasi-

- tions of candidates seeking office in Camtecacut all candidates and in- ..
cumbents were asked questions addressing natumal security. concerns of T Electlon 2000 i1ssue -
The American Legion. Only one candidate partmpatcd in an interview. L . byAl lance, National Commander
2" District Congressional candidate and Connecticut State Representa- Polls, pundrts and pl‘ognostlcauons The ca-
tive Rob Simmons was interviewed by the “Connecticut Legionnaire”,on | | cya)" observer of televised campaign coverage
August 15, 2000 in Mystic. Rep. Simmons was the only candidate or in-" |, rmght n'ustakenly believe' those are the issues 2
cumbent able to meet with The Legionnaire and it should be noted that ofthe  présidéntial and ‘congressionial races, par- o
"his responses are given during a Q&A format without the luxury of sitting ’

ticularly ‘during the party conventions.

- Today, public opinion is treated like a col- GET OUT THE - o
lege-football survey. Every pundit i is'a self-ap-
pointed ‘expert. Changes in the candidates’

clothing ‘and*supporting cast are discussed as

“analysis.” Issues" As every voter knows, “It’s the economy, stuptd o Right? Not
necessanly B

Trust The Amencan Legron on this tip: The most rmpottant issue in Electron s
.2000:is the. fedeml constitutional tequuement to provide a strong national de- :
fense\ Remember three facts before you exercise the nght to vote ~aright pur- ;’

(Conmmed on page 13)

down and preparing a draft answer to our questions. All other responses
were received by Fax or e-mail some 24-48 hours after being sent by the
Legionnaire. Responses have been edited for brevity, but in no way effect
the intent of the respondent. It is the intention of The Connecticut Le-
gionndire to post the entire questionnaire andfull text of responses on the

- web-site, www.connecticutlegionnaire.com. )

Democratic Platform Reﬂectsj
American Legion Positions

1
WASHINGTON - The Democratic Pq'rty's call for investments in
young people und families was praised recently by the leader of the
2.8-million member American Legion, the nation's largest veterans
organization.
Nonpartisan since its founding in 1919, The Amencan Legion, cre-

Republrcan Platform Includes
“ ' Legion Priorities: ‘.. ° :
PHILADELPHIA - The Republrcan Party’s. call for 1nvestments in

: Amenca s military,and moral infrastructures was prarsed today by the leader
of the;2.8-million member American Legion, the natron s largest veterans or-

= ator of the original Gl Bill. has worked with both major political parties, : gml;zt:.ozmsan since its foun dtn ‘rn 1919, The Amencan Legion. creator of :
= and with elected officials throughout the political spectrum, to enact poli- " th e ori gr[:tal GI Bill, has worke dgwrth both major political pime's and with 8

cies supporting Americanism, national security, veterans affairs and
America’s young people. National Commander Al Lance expressed ap-
preciation to the party for including several American Leglon positions in
its platform.

“The Americun Leynn invests nearly $30 million a year in programs -
benefiting young people,” Lance said. ,“Providing America’s youth with a
healthy start, a quality education, and a sound moral foundation is essen-
tial to the maintcnance of our democracy. { Members of The American
Legion worked to include those principles — in addition to planks support- -

: ing a strong national defensc, law and ordenand of course, a square deal
siforAmerica’s:veterans — in both the Republican and Demacratic’ plnt.formsu thi; R
“Democrats understand as well-as Republicans that The American
*-Legion’s service o our nation’s youth transcends its foundmg commit-
ment to Scouting and the publishing of ‘Need A Lift? I‘ a fmancral-ard ) I
guide for students. Vice President Al Gore is a Legionnaire. His running '
-mate, Sen. Joe Lieberman. is a member of The American Legion Boys
<" Nation'Class of 1959.” i
American Legion representatives testified in July before GOP and
. Democratic Party platform committees. The Democratic Party included
* several facets of the American Legion’s agenda in its platform:

elected officials throughout the political. spectium, to enact policies support- .
ing Americanism, national ‘security, veterans affairs, and America’s young -~
people, National Commander: Al Lance, who_ has led an American Legion
ations 0.the GOP Convention here; pralsed the party for rncludrng Amen :

can l.egron ‘positions in its platform. - - .
l: "Modemrztng our defense capablllty and lmprovmg the quahty—of llfe of .
our troops-is,as essennal to preserving our republic as pmvrdmg advancement.- -
opportunr_ § to_our: youth upholdmg law and order, protectrng our values,
and letun' the people decrde whether to. protect | ‘the flag that represents our

-rt-, Reneyv; ‘the bond of .trust between the A-menca.n people. therr nulltary
and the commander in chief; . .
ve. quahty of life for the Total Force acnve-duty, Guard- and Re-

- s serve;. b
* Fully fund border, state, federal and military drug-trafficking pre- & » Improve thé subsrstence allowance housmg and health care for mlht«'lry
vention efforts, above all. to protect youth; families: * g
¢ Reduce vialence. vulgarity and other depravity in hlm lelevision T 'Rebulld and modernize the mlllmry torestorea“ throu h-stren th”
and the Internet through appropriate laws; - foreign policy; I 2 8
9, -

* Make licensed child care readily available to all children by adopt-
ing safe, consistent child-care standards;
« Preserve democracy by offering quality, modern public educatron,
via well-paid teachers, to children and adults;
* Teach “values” through the cooperative efforts of family, church,
schools and community; .
* Reduce school violence through the development of balanced, ef-,
fective community-based programs;
' ¢ Diagnose and treat mentally challenged children early and broaden
-+ availablé educational opportunities; .
" » Offer incentives to encourage military veterans to seek cemﬁcatron
and caréers in education;
; « ‘Maintain tough, appropriate prohrbmons on the productron. saleand "
- dxstnbunon of obscene materials; ;
. "o Offer government financial assistance to farmltes faced by the cata:" -
strophi€ illness of one of their children; :
* Re-evaluate current child sexual-abuse statutes to ensure protectron =
¢, of childVictims; .
: . Establtsh an annual National Family Week during 'Ihanksgrvrng |
“week to promote the family’s comerstone role;
*. o Enhance the leadership skills of youth with disabilities through state- "’
* level Disabled Youth Leadership Forums;
’ . Etemally remember America’s veterans, honored dead and the men
- and women in uniform today;
) * Make all annual funding for the Department of Veterans Affarrs
“guaranteed, rather than partly discretionary;
: « Improve the delivery of benefits and health care services to Amenca S
veterans and dependents; and
. Expand national cemetery space to accommodate an mcrease in
veterans’ burials.

"« Use U.S. military forces more responstbly — wrth clear missions;
. » Deploy a national missile defense and reduce nuclear, biological and
chemical threats;
.» Reaffirm the traditional military culture. wnh a focus on “fighting and
wmnmg in combat”;
4 1 * Honor:a solemn commitment to a full accounung.of uU.S. POWIMlAs
* Preserve a Department of Veterans Affairs medical system that serves as
a back-up system for both the Defense Department in wartime and the federal
govemment when natural disaster strikes;
. ® Support VA’s: computer modermzauon to expedrte the VA clal.ms pro-
cess. Ry ‘.
d, l?rovxde$l t‘ederal assrstance to veterans pursumg entrepreneurshxp, i
R Enforoe laws to protect veterans® employment, advancement and entre-
preneurshrp opponunmes, . H ,

acts of physrcal desecratlon. a nght exetcrsed both tradruonall and legally .
for 100 yéars; - . . -
*.» Support the Boy Scouts of Amenca in ns attempts t0 mmnuq. and prac- .
tice traditional family values in. regard to tlterr memberslnp and leederslup,
standards L L
e Support the nght to bear arms. consrstent wrth the Second Amendmenl.- l
:® Support voluntary prayer in public. butldxngs. public schools .and public
je Allocate more resources to enforce rmnugnmon laws, v
) Recogmze English as our nation’s common language; .
. * Allow. the posting of references to God, such as the Ten Command-
ments, in public life; and
* Fight a war on drugs on criminal Justrce. international, education,
research and treatment fronts.




: . when? ‘they-get out of the service a that they become a* hngher quality worker and a

t ‘eutennm from April 1967 to December'196 Durmg my ﬁrst yearl Vié
nam: -which included the Tet Offensive, I was stationed-with 2™ Field Force Hea
quartérs in Ben Hoi, north of Saigon, serving as a-Military Intelligence Officer. I
extended my tour six months and was-assigned to Team 96 in the Mekong Delta with,
the Military Assistance Advisory Command - Vietnam or MAAC-V also as Intelli:
gencé Officer. | received the Bronze Star Medal from 2" Field Force, and & second.
Bronze Star from Team 96”.

1b. Has military service impacted understandmg ot‘
issues?

“As a Victnam vetcran, I understand that Amencan Policy abroad can have dra
maticiimpact on our people and on our country. ‘My experience in Vietnam- con= £
vincéd me that a life of public service was worthwhile; if-for no other reason than to .|;]
avoid‘any future Vietnams’.-It also reaffirmed.in my mind the idea that America
always must be strong because we have enemies out there - oftentimes enemies that-
we do not anticipate would be our enemy. Surely, dunng WW-II, we never antici-
pnted that twenty years later we would-be fighting in Vietnam. I'm sure nobody
anticipated that we would be in Bosnia or Somalia, or Kuwait.”

“It underlines the fact that America must always maintain its military defenses
and must always be alert to the threats - often unknown threats- that may be _|ust
arounid the corner.”

-2, I think that the issue that is of concem to Nanonal Security planners is the
proltferatlon of weapons of mass destriction: and the'fact that some of these weapons$
can 'prguably fall into the hands of mini-powers and non-governmental entities which ¢
are very hard to target. Terrorist groups, religious fundamentalist groups, global ac-- 3z
tiviss of one form or another, who, through dollars or some other means are able to -
access s these weapons of mass destruction and attack the United States in-a surprising, -
‘and’ ‘unconventional fashion. This does argue for some sort of missile - defense sys-- £
tem for the United States of America. .

 think that the future threats are going to be much more dtl‘ﬁcult to deﬁne and
target'than in the environment we had in the past. That calls for continued invest-
ment-in R&D, continued support for the intelligence collection and analysis cap:
bilities of the United States and developing a military that is light, fast, and capable
: ":_3‘ 1 think it would encourage them to get in; whether it keeps them in is another |

matter. I certainly support the GI Bill; 1 benefited from the GI Bill when I came back:..J3
-froifiVietnam. I did have some education where I was able to use those dollars.

Clearly. it is a win-win for the m|hta.ry ‘and for the country. On the one hand it
an mcenuve to get people into service and into uniform with all the benefits taht can
comé from that, and secondly you are investing in the educition of these pewopleé-

[Natlonal Security

=

hlgher quality citizen. There is no down-side to the program iE

Gnc problem we have is how do we use that eduenuon incentive to keep people !
m. and that a little more difficult. One way that is done in the Guard is to:allow. .'g
“members &' pursue:their education' and their. Guard ‘duty. simultaneouslyy Ofte.mthe-. s
prob']em that you get into is that when the member completes both the educati on and
the service obligation; they may get out at some: future date. I certainly support edu
cauonal programs that are designed as recrumng tools for the mlhtary

*4. "Aﬁer the Vietnam War I joined the Reserves and have been acuve for thmy
years Most recently, | commanded a unit in New Haven that deployed soldiers abroad’
fortwo hundred-seventy days, and I know the stress and strain of these deployments..
1 know of the stress on employers and families. Of the people that my unit deployed,
-50%got out of the service after they returned from their overseas deployment That ;|
was'because of the fact that they no longer felt that they could stay in the Active |
Resetves or the Guard with this high operatlons tempo and w1th the problems that 1t' -
creates for their families and their jobs.” -~

. 5l'he problcm we have is that when we downsized the Acuve component, we also
downsized the Reserve component, and that’s a mistake. When.you downsize the
Acuve component, you should grow the Reserves. The costs are marginal. The, mis-
i take that the Clinton administration made was to downsize the Active and Reserve

- components simultaneously which has dramatically increased the operations tempo

for; tbe Reserves and the Guard, and has resulted in. moml problems and a tremen- :
dou.s reduction in re-enlistment’s. .
5. Bumning a flag is not speech. Burning the ﬂag is desecretlon To say that
. bummg a flag is speech and needs to be prptected in-this country is ludicrous. The
-opportumues for speech in America today -are;, :virtually'-unlimited. And so," in my:
-opigion, you don’t need to desecrate the flag.in order to make a pomt. you have
many; many, many other opportunities for that.. C

I support the flag protecuon amendment; .I've. supponed itin the past I sup-
poned it when it came to a vote in Hartford in-the Connecticut General Assembly,
.and T will support it in Washington. An officer’s word is his bond, and when I-as'an;
officer say ‘I will support it’, I don’t intend to say:it in the same fashion as Senator
Byrd ‘of West Virginia- to wit’- I'm with you today, but I’'m'not with you tomorrow.”:
I'miwith you today, and I'll be with you in the future on this issue.”” ... -
6. On seeking appointment to Veterans Affairs Committee: il’ elected.

“Absolutely Let’s get real - 1f you want. a real answer-to.. real problems Elect fi:-g

somebody who really understan

##7. It’s not surprising that the Clmton admuustmtxon would submn an 1ncmse m
an election year to provide cover for those congressmen who have shortchanged our
veterans in-years past, but I don’t think I'm fooled by that, and I don’t think . that
veterans and members of veterans organizations are fooled by this political game.

+“Let’s get real here, veterans and the VA have been under-funded for years. The
country has not kept the promise with veterans on health care and on other benefits,
The Veterans Affairs Committee in the House of Representatives has only ‘twelve
members out of forty-one who are veterans. No wonder the Congress does not feel

fighting for veterans the way these veterans fought for their country. I am a veteran;’ |’

1 am one of those people who can make a difference.”

: educabonal dsisistance.': - *

i ﬂag 4ig'unique among our Nation’s symbols and deserves special protections. .

i years go continuing to serve on the-Armhed Services Committee so that through my *
-Support;] Amenean mthtary and ns veterans wrllbe given the backmg they de-. -

 th Appropneuons -bill earlier this year. | I w1ll eonnnue to work ‘with my-colleagues

outnge that any mrlrtary personnel in- the u orrned semces would be
unacceptable that any Soldrer, Sarlor. Airman, Marine

Zolutely, unaceeptabl

% eliminiaié that d:sgrace Ican assiire you that when1 am elected and go to Washmg-

at is even affecung its ablhty to tram new pdots, and the Navy is deploymg
‘carriers with crew levels hundreds of sa.llors below where they should be.

n dmft ng this year’s House National Defense Authonzauon Act that will imple-
T a. umber of mmanves that should nddress these recrumnent and retenuon prob-,
lems x
Thrs bl“ was passed by the full House ona 353 ‘to 63 vote on May 18, withmy .
full support. I also supponed this measure when the Committee voted on it on May
0: For.the ﬁﬁh year in the prev:ous six, the Congress has added to the Administration’s
ases the Presrdent s defense budget by $4.5

ncal unfunded requu'emems that'the Joint Chiefs identified in the Administration’s

it defense budget:For the sixth consecutive yeat, the Committee authorized increasing
= fi ndmg'for crltrcal readmess accoiints by -moré-than $1.4 billion. The corhmittee

sed w1tb rny support a 3 7 percent rmlttary pay "'_'.'

operauona.l tempo of. our armed forces is also an unportant factor in the
‘of recruiting new- troops and retaining the ones we.have. I will continue
ithimy: colleagues in the House and Senate to ensure that the: Administra-
; s that constant deployments are impacting recruitment and retention, and
on is taken to redice the operational tempo of our armed forces.
SWer: Leglslauon that could encourage more peoplé to join the military is
2; Veterans and Dependents Millennium Education Act.” This bill passed in. .
‘Hou omMay 23 of this year with my full support. The bill contains many of the H
d mmendauons of the Commission on Servicemembers and Veterans Transition ’
3 1stence It increases the rates of veterans” basic' educauonal assistance under the.
ontgomery:GLBill. The bill also increases the rates for survtvors and dependents
_),Answer “The Federal role ot‘ the Nauonal Guard has been expanded in order .
to.megf military. manpower:requirements as proved by the 'Ibtal Force Concept.-In
i itford uﬂrhns'expandedimd important nole:-conkness hasl expaiided Substan-
ally: the resources available to the National Guard to insure its readiness, for ex-_ -
amplé; ‘by increasing the number of National Guard training deployinents.overseas:’ o,
5) Answer Iama eosponsor of the Constitutional amendment.that will allow:r: - - ¥
ongress to'make- law-protecting our Nation's flag.from- physical desecmuon. Gur '
i
N 6) Answer: "As'a'‘member of the House Armed Services Committee. overthe past e
three,and one-half years, I have worked-hard to ensure that this Nations Armed
rces  and those who have served it and continue to do so receive the fullest: support . *
~-and beneﬁts from the United States'Governmet. I Took forward in the next two .

Answer' I voted in favor of the House passed Veterans Admxmstrauon Ap: -
pmnons bill. for Fiscal Year 2001 I supported this bill because n u;ereased by e

'|ncrease of $1. 3 -billion ¢ over Tast year’s fnndmg
-_However, we:need 10’ do"more for our-veterans.: ' There: are a’s
nderfunded areas that réquire our attention. These mclude resources for. veterans ’
xtended care facilities. I will continue to work in fayor of fundiiig levels acceptable
eterens as' the appropnauons process moves forward tlus year. and'm_the future

§ _po,;ter of pay mereases ‘and, pey-table reform.: Mmmanung - oir eomn:uunent 0. ¢
 veterans: 'll a.lso help us to retain a‘quality foree m the future. The Nanonal Det'en- :

B with my full support. iricluding a 3.7-percént miilitary:pay: rarse 'l'he House bill’
includes.a provrston enntled “Supplemental submstende allowance for low-m-- e

bt
Congress in 2000 and beyond to ensure that vetemns recewe the benefits they

.'~.4c. .

VoteonElectmn Day
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Sam Gejdensen (Continued from page 10). “

economic power in the world. We are:now in the unique position of being able to
plan for the future rather than simply responding to crises. 1 am concerned about
those asymmetric threats that could undermine our national and economic position.
In particular, I am concerned about the proliferation of missile technology, the spread
-of nuclear, chemical and biological weapon technology, and of materials to build
these weapons — such as enriched plutoniumi-and uranium. It is critical to stop ter-
rorists and terrorist states from acquiring these capabilities. Given our disproportion-
ate military strength, it-is much more likely that our adversaries will seek less direct
methods to undermine our position and it is critical that we anticipate and block
these attempts.

We must also maintain our military strength to prevent direct challenges to our ’

position. We must ensurc that readiness is high and that our equlpment is modemn-
ized. While we modernize, however, we need to keep an eye to emerging capabilities’
elsewhere. For example. the increasing availability of cruise missiles make it critical
that our modémization plans emphasize stealth by producing next generation tacti-
cal fighter aircraft and silent submarines.

3. Istrongly endorse an expanded Montgomery GI Bill, and have eo-sponsored
legislation to accomplish this. 1 believe that given the sacrifices they make, our mili-

tary personnel deserve to be compensated in a manner-that recognizes those sacri- |

fices and their service. Providing expanded educational benefits is an exceptional
. wny to accomplish this.
-J l 4. In 1989, the U.S. had nearly 510,000 military personnel stationed overseas.
Today, that figure has been reduced to 270,000 - a 240,000 person difference from a
decade ago: It is important to keep this in perspective and recognize that our forward
= presence has decreased with the end of the Cold War. At the same time, the overall
_._3 size of the military has been reduced, and today’s presence requirements still put a
%# strain on our personnel. I believe we must begin to address the mismatch between

B the deployment schedule and the size and composition of our military.

3 The services are beginning to meet this management challenge head-on. The Air
Force, for example, hus divided itself up into 10 Expedmonary Aerospace Forces,
5==5 each of which will be on-call for deployment to crises on a rational and predictable
== Schedule. The hope is that this will ease the stram on military personnel and their
= families.
We all recognize the value of the service and sacrifice of l.hose who devote
. themselves.to protecting the United States. While these men and women may have
valid concerns about their ability to balance a civilian life with this service role, Ido .
3 not believe that they question whether or not they are domg the right thing by servmg
5 their country.
P +:5. I believe that flag burning is both upsetting and offensive. I strongly belxeve
?‘f that there should be a presumption in the law that the flag is public property. This
3 desrgnauon'would give the American flag the same protection afforded the U.S. -
# " Capitol, the Statue of Liberty, and other national monuments.

--0As-diststefutias I personally find'flag burning, I believe:our- pnmary respon;ta,
_bility is to guard the freedom those stars and stripes represent. As a result, I do not
beheve wé ¢an afford to weaken the guarantee of free speech embodred in the Con- -
! stitution by: -approving this amendment.

! - 6. 1 amithe senior Democrat on the House International Relatlons Cormrnttee.
" critical rolé as the world shrinks and the dividing line between domesttc and forelgn
) pohcy blurs I deal not only with national security lssues. but wnh matters rangmg

y '. | ‘

from helpmg Arnencan exporters to pushmg ford higher glohal oil supply to reduce
pnces. from makmg it easier for our citizens to adopt children from other nations to

examining' ways to reduce the spread of disease across borders. These are the types.

of topics that not only affect the hves of Connecticut’s veterans,, but all citizens of

" Connecticut. 2

'I‘hrough my comrmttee posmon. I have an oversrght role directly related to na-
tional secunty ‘matters — in particular where our-military forces are employed. Let
me use, the- Kosovo conflict as an example. When we were considering our response
to the massrve civilian displacement and nascent genocide in Kosovo, I introduced

* the resolution<in the House of Representatives that mirrored Senator-John McCain’s

.Senate resoluuo'n approving the air strikes against Yugoslavia. I also offered an amend-

ment to a. Kosovo peacekeepmg authorization bill that capped the percentage of U.S.
peacel:eepmg troops in Kosovo to15 percent of the total force. I beliéve that because
the U:S. bore most'of the burden dunng the conflict, our Euwpean -allies should bear
the bulk of the poacekeeping burden. As a result, the U.S. currenlly comprises only
14 5 percent of the peaeekeepmg force in Kosovo.

"7 L wholeheartedly agree with the point that Veterans Service Organizations e

have made ‘with regard to the véterans budget. As a matter of fact, I voted against an
initial VA" spendmg bill last year that added $1.7 billion to the VA budget because
even with thisi increase, the overall funding level fell well short of the amount recom-
mended by veterans organizations.

However, veterans who live in eastern Connecticut came to me and urged me'to
support this compromise amount and I later did so. I view this as only a first step, and
‘was pleased to see the Administration request-$1.3 billion in additional funding in its
FY2001 budget request. As you note in your question, this just brings funding in line
‘with what it should have been last year. This isn’t good enough. You can be sure that
I will continue to work with veterans in our area and across the country to boost
funding for health care and other important veterans progr B

8.1 think of it this:'way —CEQs that run $2 billion corporauons get enormous
salaries, while the crew:of a $2 billion submirine is paid comparatively little. Across.
the entire military, men and women are given tremendous responsibility and their
compensation often fails to mirror this responsibility.

Overthe past two years I'have voted for defense fundrng bills that have provxded
pay raiseés of 4.8% and 3.7%. The 4.8 %' ‘pay raise in 2000 was thé largest single
increase in nearly 20 years. "And as your readers understand, providing high quality.
compensauon to our service personnel means more than just provrdrng a pay check.
In addmon, I'support expandmg the educational opportunities in the GI Bill. We can
also lmprove compensation by modemizing ‘military health care and providing top-
quality child Cire for: mnilitary families.

9. 'I'hroughout my tenure in Congress .1 have pushed to mcrease beneﬁts for,

Ahwnca ] vetera.ns You miention the VA/HUD funding bill: As1am sure you know,

the' VAIHUD appropriations bill provides funding for several programs, including
vetemnshealzh care, housing aid for poor f families and many science programs. While,, .~ .

SR L

the bill did'inéludé-an‘increase 6 last yéar's VA budgetit was.still lower than the

level prescnbed in the Independent Budget. In addition, other programs that-are funded

through this’; appropnatrons bill were sériously under funded. Wherl eonsrdered the .

ovemll content of the blll. 1 coiild iiot support it. v

Nancy L.J Ohnson (Continued fmm page 10)

- of veterans® use even part of their MGIB benefits proves it doesn’t meet their needs.
This nation cannot keep a promise it made to veterans unless the MGIB is brought
into line with today's cost of education

4) Peacekeeping, humanitarian relief, and other overseas deployments have
put great strain on military families. Iam very concerned that our military is stretched
" too thin in, deploymunts throughout the world and that the cost of a sustained com-
mitment of military forces abroad has resulted in neglected modemlzauon programs
and detenoratmg force readiness. While the United States must continue to be a
. global leader, we must ensure that other nation's, pamcularly the countries of the
European _Union, share in the burden of reducing conflict and ensuring stability, *
throughout the world. We can only énsure quality of life for our troops, moderniza- .
tion, and readiness if we carefully limit overseas deployments and requrre greater
conlnbuuons from our allies.

5) Ihave corisistently voted for a constitutional amenidment to prohibit the physr-
cal desecrauon of the Flag. r strongly support protecung the ﬂag and the values for
which it stands

.. 6) Ifre-elected I will continue to serve on the Ways and Means Commrttee
where [ wrll work to ensure the long-term solvency of Social Secunty. modemize our
Medicarep program and reduce the tax burden on all Amencans These are all isstes’
of interest to the veterans' community. As a senior Member of Congress, from a -
defense production state, you can be sure that I will also continue to work with my
colleagues on the Armed Services and Veterans’ Affairs Committees to ensure a
ready and’s Istrong national defense and quality health care and benefits for our nation’s

veterans..In addition. as the mother-in-law of a Marine who saw extensive combat

duty in Vietnam. a 20-year retired naval officer, and a Coast Guard Commander, I am
. keenly aware of the impact of national policies on military families.

D1 am proud that Congress has increased funding for veterans programs ev-
ery year smce 1995, when Republicans came into the majority. This year’s ificrease
is another step in the right direction. You can be sure that I wilt continue to support
‘the fundmg necessary to give veterans today, and tomorrow, the quality of health
care they.expect and deserve.

8) While I was proud to support the largest military pay increase in 20 years,
we need to do morc to ensure retention and morale. It is absolutely unacceptable that
some military families are living on food stamps. Too many of our capable military
personnel are leaving military service and using their valuable skills in the private

sector where they can eamn hlgher pay. If we are going to fecruit and retarn the best,
we must make mlhtary pay competitive with the private sector. [ will work to ensure
that this latest increase in military pay is _|ust a ﬁrst-step in bnnglng panty in pay for

kN

our.service members

| grams m recent yea.rs, the Repuhhcan_led ‘Congress has ensured an iicrease each

! spendmg This year's veterans’ spendtng bill pro des $1.3 billion
fundtng than Jast year. “The bill also suppons edtcal resédrch

in. retum for therr

" chased by,the blood of Amencan cmzen-soldxers there rs 'hio pro my without

peace thene is.no; peace thout rmlnary strength t.here'

,and ,the Oval {Offi ce dunng'tlus critical. time. ,The Amencan Le-

An&ongress
-'gron clearly ade this pointiniits “Platform Statement” to Repubhcan and Demo- ;

'crauc platform committees. Leglonnarres wrll remforce the message on Election
Day —.all yoters shouid.- . .. - . i g

s Here s  the: big picture: U.S. troops are deployedto 132 forelgn oounmes and
‘onthe world’s oceans and in its air space; these men and women. miss anniversa-
ries, funerals, holidays and, in some cases, the births of thetr chlldren so that we
can live in peace and freedom.

Our nation has the best troops in the warld. There are not enough of them on
active duty to fulfill all'of the missions in which this administration has involved
our anmed forces. ‘While spending too much time away from their families on

. peaeekeepmg missions and, frankly, at the expense of battle preparation, many

service rnembers vote with their feet and bitterly leave the military. They
leave not as. the military’s goodwill ambassadors or as “recruiters” but as
anti-recruiters.

Stmply put, America could not send the same level of forces to the Persian .

(Continued fmm page 16)

and facdrtyponstmchon T'wili continue to suppdrt leglslauon veterans :
o he_al th, . i .
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L ..;ford Sheraton_!-lotel and the surrounding area. Both Kathy Riordan and I, wish to )

Elecred,'ky their. peers to lead the American Legion and American Legion Auxiliary.
Department of Cmmecncul are W. Frazier Brinley and Mrs. Karen Thompson, prctured
following formal Installation pmceedmgs I .

.E zier Brinley Elected Departartment Commander;’
% Karen Thompson, Department President

. During the clection for the coming year,! W. Frazier Brmley was elected Dept.
. ,Commander, wnh Edward Barry receiving the nod as Dept. Vice Commander.
"The Anruhary voted Karen Thompson as their President for the coming year,
Wwhile Sheila Smart received the Senior Vice Presidents position.’ |
At both conventions, the Governors, Senators and Other State Officials from
- Boys and Girls State, as elected, and those selected to attend Boys/Girls Nation, i
. were mu'oduced or mentioned to the delegates present. The Junior Shooter p
gram | had it's top shooter, and the top cadet from the Americar Legion Conriecti- -
cut State Police Youth Program were introduced to the Legionnaires. The Auxil-
iary presented eighteen Connecticut Youths with $500.00 Scholarships each.
' All Leglondnes and Auxiliary Members enjoyed the hospitality of the Stam-

* thank all of the Legion Family members for theif help and cooperation ih Telping -
) * to make this Convention 2000 an enjoyable and productive one.

L “STOP .IN THE NAME OF LOVE” was the song oﬁered by these members of lhc USo-
Misses of Windham during the 39th Annual VJ Day Parade on August 13th sponsored by

) ] 19-2000 term pause in front of a replica of the Libeity Bell, located
Jacenr to the Hall of Flags in the State Capitol building on July 4th. Commander Everett
Shepard and President Debra Knickerbocker rep d The American Legion Family

Jor the Depamnent of Connecticut in rhe finest rmdman of the organization. ( Phora K

Roberr Lewu)

'Post 76; Unit 76
Elects New Officers

T_h newly elected officers of the Murmy-Reynolds Post 76 American Le-
g\on and it’s American Leg:on Auxiliary Unit 76 will be installed on Sunday, )
K ptember 10 at 2 PM. m Post home, 20 Church Street, Nonh Haven. :

det, Robm l(enmston. finance’ officer; Charles Swartzwelder; Ad-
;t’xdge Advocate. Wallace R. Bassett. Cliaplam Charles Momssey
‘_Doml Fa'l'cone mwnl"s‘éW s i

5tearn..'_was the dinner chairman. "
Afte‘r the drnner coach Flannagan presented all the players with therr awards.
Chajrman | Breuler mtroduced al the ‘officers-of the Post 76 . He thanked all

/fhe boysforgrvmg up.their: summer to represent Post 76 during the baseball sea-

also thanked the m ers of the boys onthef team for preparing the annual

Moosup American Legion Post 91. ( Photo courtesy Andy Baryiski Jr.):

: her mather Past Depanmem Pnsidenmlrhea 4

Oﬁcers cenmony held at the cl




M. ion Juniors

n Sznm rs Roaphy Roy

;:Don Sheehy, Shelton; Governor, Roophy Roy, Bndgepon -Fairfield Prep; L

Lt. Governor, Mike Graboski, Simsbury, Simsbury High School; S Sec:-Of the State, Matt
Bredefeld, Harwmtan Lewis S. Mills High School; Treasurer, Roberto Lopez, Bridgeport, .
Fairfield Prep; Comptroller, Otis Winchester; Southington, Southington High School and

: - Jumor Members e
- = Allison and-Brittany Hecht -

i

H

i Ay General, Dan Santovesi, Old Saybrook, Old Saybrook High Schoal

Alhson and Bnttany Hecht. granddaughters_of Mnry Tercyak. Amencan Le-

[
T - . . . e G school Earher thls year ‘she competed -on the swim team where she broke the

”"-s The American Legion believes | government activities. Young men cho- school record in the 100 yard backstmke Alhson was- part of a fecord setung

'§=: there is no better-way to assure the sur- | sen to be Boys State citizens can look | iy i

L.E vival of our republic than to train our | forward to a wonderful and challeng-

-j.-' youngpeople in the ideal and objec- | ing experience. ,

™ tives of American govemnment. - Attendees can -acquire a better 1 ]

ST . By teaching youth to understahd underst'and'mg and deeper regard for. “at the town Lead rslup Conferénce for the past du'ee years

;ﬁ" and appreciate the basic principles in- .| .our nation’s legacy. of freedom and 213 years old, rece ntly completed seventh gmde Bnmny has been

] volved in the successful management | democracy. . .

L ofa democratlc society, we can keep American Legion Boys State .

.8 Amencastmngand ensure freedom for As a program of The American :

et future generations. Legion, Boys State developed from the -

Ps These are the distinguished and | concept that youth should be offered a

BEs lopg-standmg objectives of American B S!'
v Leglon prs States. They are accom-, .eratlon of govenment; that the indi- Ou’tétaﬁdtﬂ'g'Phystcal Fltness and Athletrc Perfonmnce. Bnttan alsb balances a
. plished through a unique summemme:E | vidual is an integral part and conu'r,t'e'r}- i ;

¢ ._ program, one that emphasizes’ not ) surately responsible for the character : ) ’
P classroom:lectures or textbook leam- |  and success of his government.

7 As such, it is an activity of - hlgh

jgg. but pamclpatlon and personal ex-

Jts governing bodies and elected
pubhc ofﬁ i 's

Boys State was founded, and its
courses of instruction designed, .to

. supplement the information taught in"
" high school civics classes. Boys State

téaches that our form of government
is good, but that its preservation de-
pends on mtel]lgent informed, and

loyal citizens in combination with an

honest and impartial administration of

’ edueattonal value. born out of a peed !

p ence,,m a modcl state, complete ’ !
Vj for youth trammg m practlcal cmzen- ;

better perspectlve of the practical op-

shlp" N

a working knowledge ‘of thé stricture _
of government and to impressupon
them the fact that govemment is just
‘what they make it. .

IS

Joe, is @ member who goes the extra mile by reminding members of the post's regular

monthly meetings. He makes over 100 phone calls each month with a positive result.

Membérship attendance at post’s meetings have increased from four meimnbers to over.
* twenty five at each meeting during the past year. .

'-"LEGIOMVAIRE INCREASES MEMBERSHIP dance at Post gs: Joseph ' - Buffet Dinner .
VicDomino, a 36 year member of the John H.Collins Post 24 is shown congratulating  |" K . ,-Amencan Legion Post 156, 35 Neptune Ave., Moodus. CI‘ 06469
William:Scarpa on his 50 years of continuous membership with The American Legion. CEUIT I . Donation $20.00 per person

Boys State is edsily classifiedasa | ! t 4th grade at Forbes Elementary School

.. leadership action program where quafi- *
fied male high school j _|umors take part :
“in'a pracucal government course de-
" signedto ‘dévelop in the' young citizens -

Grabowsln has recently completed the

Tomngton She is a member of the |
_'onallyﬂrecogmzed Forbes Flyers.,
mp rope team, a' cheerleader for the

: The East Haddam R.T.C..’
. Presents An Evening w1th

Congressxonal Candidate Rob Sunmons
’ Thursday September 21, 2000 at 6: 30 P.M.

For lnformauon contact Ed Barry at (860) 873-8702

(Paxd for by the East Haddam Republican Town Committee)




.Dépanment Annual Convention, on Thursday afternoon, while President
chkerbocker called the 80th, Amencan Legum Amuha:y Depan-

en 'ons took placc Specml awards to the families of PDC’s Elliott
ik™. Moiris; Elliot “Mitch” Méccico; Richard Wm. Anderson, were
resented by NEC Richard W. Anderson, from the American Legion. The
ary. dedlcaled their convenuon to Ruth Sousa, Depanment Presx-
deit, 968-60. .
pecnal Guests at this year§ conventlon was Robcn F Nevn]le, Na-

Rlchard J. Santos, a candidate for National Commandcr Both lzg:onnmres
spoke to the’ convennon. and later were ' presented to the Auxnllary Con-
ntion.

ROB:SIMMONS, a V'etnam veteran and United States Congressional candidate, met
with féllow veterans at a fundraiser sponsored by the Viemam Veterans of America recently
in Hebron Connecticut. Viemam veteran Hiland B. Doolmle. autharof “The Last Parade”

The Local veterans administration office provided timely upda(ed in-

spoke with Simmons concerning the plight of POW/MIA’s and presem‘ed him with a capy ’ f o mmuon pertaifiing to veterans benefits for both veterans and their spouses.
of his work. *Several local officials from the Southwest Connecticut towns were intro-
B 4 e T ) ) duced to either or both of the conventions. -
Electlon 2000 lSSlle (Continued from page 13) o f _ Activities outside the convention halls mcluded events for both the
‘1 Amencan Legion and American Leglon Au.xxhary A youth luncheon with
Gulf; today ‘that were deployed in the Gulf War. In 1987, there were 2.1 million ¥ fony-sxx people in attendance enjoyed an All American Hamburger Plate

mlhmy sefvice members on active duty. Today, with a 300 percent increase in Liiach,:The-PDC Luncheon. where'sixteen past commanders enjoyed a.

cominiitments around the world, that number is 1.36 million; fewef troops are |. ~"ho'Lp ate’ lunch and comradeship. A Soldiers, Sailors and Marine Fund
carrying a heavier operational load. The Navy had 583,000 uniformed service. Dmner was held on Friday Evening.

members and 435 battle-force ships in 1987. Today, those numbers are 385,000 | |+ 9 The American Legion Aixiliary held theu' Annual Banquet with one
sailors and 313 ships, one-third of which will be deployed on any given day; the  hundred people at a sit down dinner on Thursday evening. The Past Presi-
decline in naval surface fire support in battle coul_d put the lives of U.S. gxo_und R dents Breakfast was a fund raiser for youth scholalshlps, and a distinguished
troops at a considerably higher risk. Air Force active-duty strength has declined | | guest luncheon was held on Fnday

from 609,000 to 372,000 since 1987. The Army has been downsized from 14 to |
10 divisions since 1993.

Downsizing the military is just the tip of the iceberg. In another potentially
serious blow (o readiness, the administration is poised to end 60 years of Navy-
Marine Corps training at the Navy’s Vieques base, the only base in the Atlantic °
where such vital preparation for battle can take place

The pay is not good enough to retain many of the best and brightest service ;|-
members. The Pentagon estimates about 6,300 troops receive “food stamps.”
Recruitment hus become more of a challenge as young people hear horror stories ::
g - from the medix, veterans, service members and former disgruntled service mem- | -
s e bers*As high school and college gradua.tes weigh higher-paying civilian options -
= particularly as military retirees await the free health care they were promised
and Korean War veterans who fought at No Gun Ri are raked over the media’s
coals’~ the mlluary strugglés to meet its recruitment goals.

A growing number of high school principals (more than 600 now) refuse to
grant military recruiters equal access to students, which makes a bad situation
unbearable for the armed forces. Both the Army.and the Navy will fail to meet
their.officer recruitment goals for a fifth consecutive year. The Reserve Officer
+Training Corps, through which more than half the military’s line officers are
‘cominissioned, is projected to fall short of its year 2000 goal. Numerous college
ROTC programs were closed during the downsizing of the 1990s. Even the set- :|-
vice academies are a hard sell today, despite the prestigious, top-notch and virtu- '
ally free education they offer. These dangerous developments accompany the

attempted arms buildups by Iraq and No@ Korea as well as China’s bid to be- |, sland. NVC Nevilles region covers the northeast pait of the United States and

come the dominant force in Asia.
|- duties call him away from home often. Visifing Connecticut was one of the shorter trips he
Prior to the commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Korean Warin:| o made this yearfr{ service Io:ﬁmem:a s vegtemns Seated next to Nefwlle is Legwmplzm
Seoul, I stood in the Demilitarized Zone and )omt security area alongside:U.S. | pie Santos fmm the Depamncm of Maryland o_ﬂicmlty ized as a candidate for
troops Staring North Korean soldiers right in the ‘eyes reminded me that the .| hal T e
United States must not be lulled into complacency by North Korea’s possibly .
short-lived and currency-driven diplomacy. Further, Permanent Normalized Trade
Relations with China can only foster that communist country’s mllnary build-up
and bolster its antagonism against Taiwan.
Despite all the careless moves in defense policy, some candidates will tell .
.you that a strong national defense is too costly. However, history teaches us that
-failed defense policy, -in terms of bloodshed, is far more costly than adequate
defense spendmg As Sir John Cotesworth Slessor, Marshal of the British Royal *
Air Force, said in 1954, “... the most important social semce thata govemmem
can do for its people is to keep them alive and free.”

*‘Some candidates will say the Cold War is over and it is time for defense to
take- -a back seat. It is up to ordinary working Americans to challenge those myo-
pic Pollyannas to remember the bloody lesson learned at Pearl
Harbor in 1941, when our defense had been weakened and our.national con- .
science was distracted from inevitable war: the snmple-rmnded idea that there'is .
no threat is thc greatest threat of all. s~
. -Weall understand our nation’s most pressing problem. On Nov 7 we should ;
be a part of the solution. Set aside the polls, pundits and prognosncanons Vote..
for the candidates who take seriously the constitutional 1mperauve to “provide.|" §
for the common defense.” There is no free speech, no free elections and no free- |’
market economy without those who serve in the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine - |
Corps and Coast Guard to preserve and- protect our rights and llbemes There is
no free lunch — even in an election year. )

. Second Du‘ rict Commander Leroy Brockett, from Post 89 East Haven is accompamedby
" District president Mrs. Mary Lisieski; Unit 17 Naugatick during the annual Installation

-National Commander Al Lance is the elected leader of the 2. 8-lmlllon mem- . L
mony for Department Offi nducted following the clo. the 2000 Department ¢
ber American Legion, the nation’s largest veterans organization. ) c;;wmiﬁr parment Qfficers conducted following the close of the o
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‘of Foriegn Wars. Korean and Vietnam
Veterans, the Gulf War Veterdns and
-also Veterans from Canada and En-

_is the 2nd Co. Governor's Foot Guard

FLAG DAY: Pictured ubove during Flag day activities conducted by Post 76 'ane. Sirst
row, left to nghr George Breuler, Anthony. Rescigno and Amlwny Mangini. In front arz
Andrew Gnrgano and James Hexter.

: Annual Flag Day Program

©_ at Montowese School ,
: Amerip_an Legion Veteran George Breuler, First Selectman Asthony Rescigno, -

and Principal Anthony Mancini spoke to children about-the importance of the

American Flag in history and reminded children to think about what it has meant
t0 us as Americans. Two children, Andrew Gargano and James Hexter read their
essays on-the topic “What it means to be American,” which was sponsored by
North Haven’s own American Legion - Murray Reynolds Post 76.

Frazier Brinley. Second rank.Adjulam for Slonnmglon Post 58 Army Colonel Rob Slmmon.r 1

*Depamnem Assistant Sgt at Arms Ed Carney, and Department Sr. Vice Commander Ed

Barry. Pictured to the rear are Assistant Sgt at Arms Jean LaFontame and 4"' District

Cammandcr Earl Meyer.

Post 76 Memorial Day Parade Success

The Selectmen of. North Haven
lead the delegation of local, state, m-
vited officials and clergy o

Parade Chairman George H.
Breuler Waves to the crowd on Church
Street in:} the center of North Haven.

i This -year *s parade. 2000, is the
11th consecutive parade that Breule has
been chairman of. It has turned out to _ -
be the largest Memorial Day Parade in-
Conhecticut and is held on the Satur- ~ P
day of the Holiday weekend. There are -
approximately 60 units and 15-16
bands in this memorial to our Veter-
ans.

Pa.rade units have included various.

area veterans Ol'ErlanalIOHS SllCh as .
‘members of host Post 76 and its’ aux., *
Amvets Post 9 and its’ Aux., Veterans -

gland. -
In addition to all the marches, there -

and the Governor's Horse Guard, this
year with 16 horses. A fly over was pro-
wides by the Air National Guard.

George H. Breuler at this year'’s Memorial
Day Parade, Post 76, North Haven.

' ‘Thanks’ to Partlclpants of
B Memorlal Day Parade

pe i& 'ere_lhere to pay t therr respects to those who pmd the supreme
: sacnﬁcetokeepAmencafree SUPER
. May we say “Thank you” to George Breuler and his committee of
the ‘Memorial Day parade who dxd a splendld job of organizing, plan-
ning and makmg sure every unit was in their proper place..
We hope everyone saw the fly over. It was the Air. Force s maneu-
+ ver of the missing man fonnauon. paymg respect to those in the Air
Force who lost their lives. -
Previous to the start of the Memonal Day’ parade a'ceremony was
I monument on the North Haven Town
hére to hdiior all Veteraris who sacri-
It honomd all Ve!emns who served -
eas and in the air. We also offered prayers for.
f: war and all, those rmssmg in* action. who are sull

- -

DE _

Pictired are (l-r) 3" District President Alice Sa.won. 1
and Dep retary/ Tr Rita Barylski. Behmd them are 5* DIS"'ICI President
Peggy Jackson and 1999 2000 Auxtlmry Depanmem Presrdem Dzbbre chkerbocker

e e LTI
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Robert Jenkins, holding a folded American’ Flag, is pictured during a recent “Flag-"|:
Folding” program. Looking on are Bill P:dhpchak and Peggy Jenkins. All thue are |
members of the Flag history team. )

North Haven Post 76 Meetmg Dates

-Second District, meeting: The Second District, department of Connecticut,

' American Legion, will meet on Wed., June 14, in the Harry R. Bartlett Post 8!
American Legion home, 576 Thompson Ave East Haven. June 14 is Flag Da
. p\ense fly.your American Flag.
- ’Second District commander Tim Perrom announced that the annual elecnon
of officers to serve the Second District for t.he year 2000-2001 wxll be conducted
- at this meeting.
. -Post 76 meeting: The Murray-Reynolds Post 76 Nonh Haven American Lé-
glon will meet on Thurs., June 15, at 7:30pm, in-the Mun'ay-Reynolds Post 76
home, 20 Church St., Nonh Haven.

, Commander Anthony Siccavino announced the election of officers to serve
Post ,76 American Legion will take place at this meeting. -

“Flag Day is June 14 and a ﬂag cremation ceremony may be held, weather
permitting.

American Legion Post 76 Commander Anthony Saccavino i invites all Veter- -|.
ans to attend all American Legion meetings and functioris. Any Veteran needing -
assistance may contact the Soldiers, Sailors and Marine fund chairman, Charles::
Monssey . o :

e

PEARL HARBOR SURVIVOR Andrew Barylski Sr., 84, a life member ofMayotte-Viens |
Post 13 in.Putnam, reacts to second story spectators with great granddaughter Katie
during August 13 VJ Day Parade held in Moosup. (Photo courtesy Andy Barylski Jr.)

(July4 2000) Color Beamr Peter Laux, with Old Glory, is _ﬂanked by Color Guard member
Jim D’Amato (1) and Boyd Saxton (r) during ceremonies marking Independence Day at

|| the State Capitol in Hartford. ( Photo K. Robert Lewu)

eterans_ Memorial

- Day Service
Post 76 North Haven Ameri-

can Legxon are planning to hold,

eterans Memorial Day ser-

- vice.Sunday, November 12 at’

;. the World War II Memorial on

+ the, North-Haven Green. If we'

have inclement weather, the'ser- |

will be held in the Murray-

" Reynolds Post76AmencanLe—-

[ - "4tk District CommanderEarl Meyerand
'Sr Vl‘cc ‘Commander Alfred’ Dryhér
examine’veterans &mvgmphtc data at
emb lup leam mmnarat Post 156.'

Veterans Day Programs Scheduled
11:00 on the Glastonb\n-y Town Green-Post 56 honors Americas veterans.
~ 11:00 inside the “Green Room” at Clinton Town Hall. Post 66
: "lI 00 at the War Memorial in downlown. Newtown Post-202.-
* 1:00, Woodstock honors veterans it the Town Common. Post H1.
* .10:30, at the Liberty Gxeen downtown Niantic, Open House at Post 128.
s 12:30at Post 9 New London, Veterans Day Luncheon (free) open house
.2 PM, at the State Veterans cemetery on Bow Lane Middletown, 7 District
." 10:00, Cheshire Town Green, Post 92 and VFW Post 10052 joint program
<8 00 11:30 AM, Post 156 Enst Haddam Veterans Bxeald‘asx

L

as he receives the .Iaseph Mardu Plaque for maintaining the Oumandmg School
program in the Department for.1999-2000. This marks the fourth time that Gliamas,

and-Post 128 have been recognized for the post program which reackes into every public

schoal in East Lyme, and awards an owsstanding male and female student, chosen by
their peers in the 5th, 9th and 12th grade. Fifth Graders from three schools are honored.

Gliaina.r ) received the -award from Department Commander Everent Shepard.
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" Flected officialshould be that the man
A0r woman is a proven patriot. Requi-
* site to demdnstrnuon of patriotism is "
) e protg‘cuon and safeguarding of our-
. flag; the;historic symbol of who and -
- “what we;are as a country. Throughout

© ‘tion wé.»-_'s'hould all spend all the time

-The Connecticut

“Thanks’ for Police
~ "“Youth Week
. Dear American Legion,
: I 'would like to thank the
American Legion for giving me .
* the opportunity to attend the -
" American Legion State Police -
) Youlh Week:
It was an honor to have re-
ceived one of the Commandants.
. awards that was given. I'm sorry
. I was-not able to attend the -
Youtli'Luncheon
- My immediate goal is to fin-
- ish hxgh school and join the
“-Marine Corps, take college
courses while I'm in the Marine
Corps.
" My future goal is to further
my college education, and try to
. get acéepted to the Connecticut
. State Police Academy. .
I Enow the scholarship
money'is being put to good use
but I may not be able to use, the
funds due to the Marine Corps.
. I hopé’that the American Legion
 continues State Police Youth
. Week in the future because it
- was the best thing I have ever
. donerfor mys;.ll' Thank you
- againfor making this happen for

R

S iuce.rely,
revor Reilly, Willington.

Elect Patriots

'l'he ﬁrst prerequisite to become an

‘our counfry’s history brave men and

" ‘women have offered and given their
Tives to: protect our flag from capture | -
_ .ordesecrauonby any individual, coun-

try, or group. -

"¢ Recall the vivid imagery of your
‘own flag experience, and the memory
‘of the “Flag Raising at Iwo Jima”, the
‘marching colonials, Washington cross-
1ing the Delaware. and the flag flying
throughxall of our wars. The flag has
‘been held high and up front by the
blood of | patriots.

L In reeent years surveys have shown
that cmzens overwhelmingly support

leglslauon to protect our flag from will-

ful and? purposeful desecration. The
nstitutional .amendment to do that

‘and. money it takes to remove these
persons from the public payroll. There
are patriots who are willing to serve.
How would you like to serve in battle
next to someone who would not pro-
tect our’Flag? Let us show them their
shame.: . .
= Edgar D. Gates
’ Greenwich

Wwas‘voted against by Messrs. Dodd,
elgerma_n. am_i Shays. These menhad

‘As the magrcal ﬁngers of Vem Ferson
_piano, 380 children came into the gym at ngay.
seated on the floor from Kmdergarten 0’ @mde". he

¥ i

206th Flag History Program.
ln front of all these children and thel

including the Flag Americans salute today In:
of the American.Legion Auxiliary gave'a concis
history for each of the ten Flags that play
United States. )

Natalle Ynsensky. Past Depanment Presic

has contmued to conduct the Team, in Fr:
brothers who were in World War II. One

" As each Legxonnalre carried a ﬂag. an Augxiliary member gave the narrauon The

tnbule smrled with lhe Vlkmg Flag, danng back to the year 1003, when Leif Enckson
f .

Next camethe. Gmnd Union Flag used b 3W:
- lution. Thls was followed by the Bedford Fla ) sggl b

of Benmngton '
The ea.rlrest\lmown flag authori

was as dangerous to tread on| the Colomsts
ral:lesnake
“The Stars and Slnpes, was our Nauon.s ﬂa p
the Continental Congress As each state came, mt lhe
to the Flag. :
- The Confederate Flag, used by the 13 Sou!hern States durlng .the Civil War,

I ion, a new star livas aaded

lasted only. a few' years, as the south Jomed the north. and once more all the states

were together.
The Connecticut Sta(e Flag revealed the tradmon and pnde we have in our staue
Haying been adopted as our official Flag in 1897, it fedtures three grapevines, sup-

ported and bearing fruit, said to be symbolic of religion, liberty and knowledge. The |-

words in Latin, at the bottom of the Flag. are: sull the .motto of our state; “He who
transplanted, still sustains.”

The last flag carried in the program, was' the presenl flag. of 50 stars and 13,
stripes. Known as the “Star Spangled Banner”, ithas reflected the story of the Ameri- -

can Union, which has prospered and grown from a small begmmng of 13 Colonies
along the Atlantic seaboard to lits present wealth and power. comprising 50 states.
During this past year, 12 programs were puton, fromi the Grange in Washington,

" to the VEW. -in’ Avon and Convalescent Homgs, Senior Centers, Chatfield, Bungay
and Lo Presti Schools in Seymour, and Nursing Hi es Underthe leadershlp of Bill. -
: mo of Seymoir, the following .

Pidlipchak, Past Commander of the Emil Senger
members were on hand: Mike l(eamey, Bd Nall George Wityak, .Walter - Hoffert;.
. Joe Santisto, Joe Stinek, Ray Pudin; Peter’ Du Villiam, Richter, and rom the
David S. Miles Post 174 were Bill Keekler. Herb Whee er and erd MeGuue Mem

Vera Ferson, from Naugatuck 17, was.onhand
- as each flag was advanced. She also entemuned the
" programs.

President Wllson establlshed June 14th as "Nation: Fl Day“ back in 1915 It :
was on the anniversary of the day upon which the Flag ¢ of the Umled States of America :
was adopted by the Congress as the emblem’ of-’the Umon He suggesled and re-;

quested that special patriotic exercises shall be had to give srgmﬁcanl expression for
our love of Amenca We, the members of the. Flagllxstory Team are doing

) Orgam’zer and Dm:cror Flag Hmory Team
—

. Submitted:by, Naalie. Yasensky_

naté of Flag Ammendment_ Twould
llke to comment. -

. When ‘the i sue ‘of the Flag
Ammendment ﬁ:st came to my atten-

" of m& dlsmay atliis vote. He answered
my letter dnd stated that he voted “No”
as/ he felt thatFlrst Ammendment f!ee

" Both Senators are"up’ for' re'-elec—
_tionin November, I am hopmg that all
0” vote,

search for all World War II 'Veterans
who served with an' Allied Forces or-
ganization on the Anzio Beachhead
(also supported by air; Naval support
of nurses)-during the period of Janu-
ary 22, 1944 through May 25, 1944.

For.more information, please con-
-tact: David Oglesby, public relations,
11208 Vi}las on the Green Drive,
Riverview, FL. 33569-7109.

Yes, I am a member of the Anzio
Beachhead Veterans Association and I
.understand :Mystic was considered a
sxte for our nanonal convention.

L . 171ankyou.
sl Wallace R. Bassett

Post 9 Entertams
Boys/Girls State

- récently entertained the 12 candidates

’ --whxch the Post is sendmg to the Boys

Slaﬁe and Girls State gwonvenuons this
year Snx boys and slx gu:ls will attend.

The students were an eager audi-
ence and quesuoned ‘the moderator at
length-on cérrect procedure, knowing
it would be of value to them at the
Conventions.

85 assen Rd. Nonh Haven ’

Meimbeis. of ‘Greénwich Post. 29'E



ROE 3....MONS

’ Past Commander of the 434th Mlhtary Intellngence
Detachment |n New Haven -',' :

State Representatrve for Stomngton and North N
Stomngton 1991~present A

Rankmg Member of the Transportatron Commlttee and
“serves on-the Commerce and Appropnatmns
Commrttees

Teachlng Assrstant Umverslty of Connectrcut 1988-1991

Staff to Senators John Chafee and Barry Goldwater, ,;-::. '
1979-1985 .,

Haverford CGIlege, BA 1965
Harvard Umversny MPA, 1979

As Our Congressman, I w1ll'

Ensure that America's military has the resouroes to defend our
mterests :

Ensure that our men and women in unlform get off food stamps a

receive a livable wage | L Real Answers.
Take the i issue of national defense as seriously as those who stand a
' Real Results.

. gq into combat on our behalf
Understand and work to protect our natlonal interests and the men, and

’ Mamed 5 Heidi, 26 years father to Jane (23) and
Robert (17) o

fe ot

women in uniform _ ' ; RO b Simmons
Flght to refurbish our military and start rebuilding our submarlne fl oA for
Make Congress honor its lifetime health care commrtment to retlred ) 5, Con gress
members and their families. . . . :

' Push to increase the VA budget and|i |ncrease our oommunlty-bas
outreach clinics Vote

t; Reduce taxes and simplify government regulatlons - N overnm b er 7 t h

’ Be a fiscal conservatwe and social moderate




